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ONATUS, az African by Birth and 
Nation, taught, That that Church 


_ only was a true Church, which was free from 


all Stain and Pollution; ; whereupon many, 
who had been baptized by the Orthodox, 
rebaptized. He lived in the 326th Tear of. 
ter Chriſt, and in the Time of Conſtantine 
the Great, and Athanaſius. Such as follow'd 
him in his Hereſy were called Donatiſts. | 
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2 eg L UTA ke C K that n Hiſto- 
. tian, tells us, That Themiſtocles 

was ſo extremely offended at the 
Favour which Ari/tides found at 
+ Athens, that when he had no 
DDS other Matter of Exception a- 
gainſt him, he ſuggeſted to the 


F, 
. 
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People, that by Nis Management and Behaviour 


(though in it ſelf juſt and upright) it did appear, 
he intended to ingroſs all Matters of Judicature 
into his own Hands; and thereby affected the 
ſole Power of ruling, and the Everſion of all their 
other Tribunals, for which Themiſtoclet cauſed 
him to be puniſhed. How juſtly this celebrated 
Writer may repreſent this Matter, I ſhan't pre- 
ume critically to determine ; but from my own 
perſonal Obſervation. am bold co affirm, Thac 
the ſober Proteſtant Diſſenters in this Part of 
kt Britain have met with the like Treatment, 
from ſome of their Brethren of the Eftabliſh"d 


K+. | Church 


a 
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Church. *Tis undeniably evident, That many 


are uneaſy under a Government that gives th# 
Diſſentets any Protection; and are frequently ſug- 
geſting, That the Church is maniſeſtly in Petil, 
and Danger, whilſt they are tolerated, and not 
warmly chaſtisd with the Scourge of wholeſome 
Severities: And moſt of all fince the Occaſional 
and Schiſm Acts are abrogated, and repeal'd ; and 
ſome Way pretended to be made towards their 
ſtepping into Places of Hbnourtand Profit under 
the Government. But the Right Reverend the 
Biſnop of Bangor has aſſerted, and vindicated 
their common Rights, as Subjects; proving to 
the Satisfaction of any reaſonable Man, that the 
Pleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was ne- 
ver infAitited with a Deſigi to be a Teſt to qua- 
lity any Perſon for a Civil Office; but for more 
ſublime, noble, and facred Ends. di) TA 
"Tis, moreover, ſuggeſted and inſinuated, That 
the Diflenters Luſt. of Power is evident from 
their ſtickling ſo. warmly for the further Taking. 
off of ſome legal Reſtraints, that have formerly 
been laid upon them; and that, in ſuch Caſe, 
the Church will be without any Fence, or Guard. 
Formerly the heavy Charge of a damnable Schiſm 
has been ſounded forth, almoſt: from every Pul- 
pit, againſt the Diſſenters; and he accounted the 
moſt genuine Son of the Church that could moſt 
nicely, define the Nature of Schiſm, and ſend: 
them ſtrait to Hell in the Definition: But now, 
alas! it has ſo unhappily fallen out, of late Lears, 
that there has been a moſt diſmal, dreadful, and; 
gapiog Schiſm among themſelves. The genuine 
Church of the Depri vation, monopolizing the 
ſole Ecclcfiaſtical Power, True Miniſtry, Right 
of Ordination, and all Regular Adminiſtratiens, 
ta themielyes, and fulminatipg out moſt terrible 
RN | Anathema's, 


Presbyterian Ordination, Sc. F& 
Anathema's, and Excommunications, from the 
ſecond: Canon, upon the Church of the Revolus 
tion: I ſay, ſinca Dr. Hickes, and his Folle wers? 
have ſet this Schiſm a going, and diſcharged a 
Canon after it, ve have not bean 16 -vigorouſly 
attack ' d from this Quarter. This Topie, becom 

ing a little unpromiſing, is almoſt: deſerted; and, 
like the Doctrine of the old Peripatetics, grows 
obſolete, and antiquat ed 
Now, and of late, out Oppoſites erect their But 
' teries on another Fort; and the loud and common 
Cry is, Diſſenting, and Presbyterian Miniſters, 
are no Miniſters, but meer Laymen, and Uſurpets, 
or moſt profane Intruders upon that Sacred Functi 
on; all their Adminiſtrations are ipſo 5 void 
and null: They have no Power, or Authority, to, 
preach as Miniſters of Chriſt, to exerciſe any Diſ- 
cipline in his Church; no Commiſſion to war- 
rant their adminiſtring Baptiſm; and the Lord's 
Supper; and all this becauſe not ordained by the 
Impoſition of the Hands of a+ Divcefan Biſhop: 
No Exception, or Charity, at all being reſerv'd 
either for the eſtabliſh'd Church in North Britain, 
or for the many, and moſt excellent Reformed 
Churches abroad; nor for the beſt qualiſy Mi-- + 
niſters of: this Denomination amongſt dur ſelves- 
Ihe Foundation of this rigid Notion once laid, 
the vulgar. in public, and common Converlſa- 
tibn; have been told, wich a ſtrange Air of Aſſt; 
rance, that ſuch as had no other Baptiſm, but 
from the Hands of a Presbyterian Miniſter, are 
ſtill unbaptiz d, no Chriſtians, but a' Sort of Pa- 
gans, and Heathens. Some poor, ignorant, Cre- 
dulous, bigotted Souls, have taken the Hint, and 
the Alarm (and. one need not wonder much if 
they did, when: formidable Notions are ſo fre- 
quently; and confidently, buzz'd into their N 
SINIETIGUNTY: and. 
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and have inſtantly been full of Fears, and Dotibts? 
and Scruples, about their Chriſtianity ; and, as 
the ſureſt Way to diſpel and temove em, have 
moſt humbly beſeech'd certain Curates, who knew 
their own Names, to baptize them into the Only 
Right-Way. The Curates being full of Com- 


pation, have, upon à fair Opportunity. offer'd, 


allen to, and effectually conjur'd down the reſt- 


leſs Spirit of Fear, Terror, and. Confternation, 


which themſelves had induſtriouſly rais'd, and ſec 
a working: After their Rebaptization all has 
been (in their own Account) ſound and well. 
Two late Inſtances we have had in the Pariſh 
of Bury ; Three Perſons, at leaſt; 
Two Lina rebaptiz d in the Pariſh-Church, a 
en Year or Two ago; One or more of 
Preftwitch, © them married Perſons : Two of 
them very ſolemnly dedicated to the 
Sacred Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 
with Prayer for a Benediction upon the Children 
ſo baptiz'd in their Infancy, with Pouring on of 
Water, according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, by the 
Hands of the late Reverend Mr. Pendlebury, an 
ejected Miniſter of ſingular Learning, Gravity, 


Piety, and Orthodoxy, as moſt- ↄf his Time, 
and as all that knew him wou 
' whether Conformiſts, or Non-Canformilſts, of 


have own'd, 


the Clergy or Laity. The Reverend Mr. Gipps,. 


late Rector of Bury, has publiſh'd it to the World 


in Print, that he believed Mr. Pendlabury to be 4 


good Man, in one of his Anſwers to Mr. Owen, | 


He was immediate Predeceſſor to the preſent*- 


Rector; but never rebaptiz'd. any that Mr. Pen- 


dlebury baptiz d; nor urged, or ſo much as pet 


mitted any of his Curates to do ſo, but took fuer 
Acts to be good and valid; though bimſelf as ri- 
gid and high a Churchman as moſt of his Cons 


tempoxariesa 
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femporaries. Now how this preſent Generation 
of the Clergy come to know ſo much more in 
this Point than the laſt, is ſuch a Myſtery as I 
am not able to unfold ; I humbly crave Leave to 
add, That I am pretty confident of it, and have 


ſome moral Aſſurance that they had not this 


Meaſure of extraordinary Knowledge from the 


Word of God; and if they had it from any new 


Revelation, one would be glad to ſee their Cre- 


| dentials : *Tis probable, when they are put a 


little harder to it, they'll be forc'd to produce 
them. But to proceed. 

The ſecond Inſtance of their Rebaptization 
was on Sabbath Day, July the 26th, 1719. at 


. Aitenfield, in the Afternoon, at the public Cha- 
pel there, in the Face of the whole Congrega- 


tion, where a Son of one Oliver Grime, a young 
Man grown up, was baptiz'd ; and alſo Two 
Sons of Rich. Booth, of Stubbings. The Perſon 
officiating on this Occaſion, was one Mr. Rider, 
a Schoolmaſter at Bury, who did all in the Pre- 
ſence, and with the Conſent of the Reverend 
Mr. Banks, the pomne Rector of Bury, who 
preached himſelf there occaſionally the ſame 


Day. The Two Sons of Rich. Booth were above, 


or about, 20 Years of Age; the One or both of 


them baptrz'd in their Infancy, as I am inform'd, 
by the Reverend Mr. Fo. Whitworth. 


Now at the new Chriſtning aforeſaid, the God- 


fathers of theſe laſt young Men were their Un- 


cle, and their own Father ; and their Godmothers, 
their own Mother, and their Siſter. The 
Strangeneſs of the Thing cauſed ſome Kind of 
Wonder and Amazement in the Congregation, 
which was pretty numerous, and rais'd ſome 
Grief and Vexation in divers of the Spectators, 
who ſtood up upon their Seats to behold the 
. Wonder; 
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Wonder; being very well apprizd with what 
Views the whole was acted; and what Sort of 


Men they were upon whom Contempt and Infa- 


my were intended to be :thrown, by that ſtrange 
Performance. Beſides, ſome who were not pre- 
ſent were filled wich Wonder too. 

1. How a Parent could be admitted, and that 

canonically, to anſwer as Godfather, and the 

Mother as Godmother, for her own Child, when 
the Words of the 29th Cenon, are-downright, and 

point blank againft it, viz. No Parent ſhall be pre- 

ſent, nor be admitted to anſwer Godfather for bi: 

"ows Child. Tis likely ſome know how to an- 
ſwer che enſuing Queries: 1 foreſee, indeed, it 
will be objected, they are but a Sort of uncouth 
Queſtions, and that the Methodizer has no Au- 
thority to propoſe them; however, for the Sake 
ef others who believe that Truth needs no Co- 
ver, and is not aſham'd to How her own Pace, 
I hall venture at them. 

It may be enquir'd upon practice, | 
1. Whether Conformity to the Church of Ea- 
gland in ber Rubrick, Articles, and Canons, be 
2 Duty, eſpecially in the Clergy, who are oblig'd 
to lead the People, go before them, and ſet n 
a good Example ? 

2. Whether any preſent at the late Boden 
tion did ever — 4 an Oath of Canonical Obedi- 
ence to the Biſhop, or their Ordinary, obliging 
themſelves, by the Solemnity of the ſame, invi- 
olably to keep, obſerve, and maintain the fore- 
ſaid S 2 

3. Whether the wilful Violation, or break- 
ing of any of theſe Canons, by Perſons under 
os indiſpenſible Obligations, and awful Ties 


1 


4+ Whether 
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4. Whether any ſo engag'd ought to ſtand by, 
and ſee thoſe Canons openly violated, in the 
Face of a numerous Congregation, and yet never 
regard it, or ſo much as paſs any Cenſure upon 
it? | 

5. Whether it be reaſonable to require or ex- 
peR, that Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould come up to 
the Canons, or Rules of Conformity, whilſt the 
Clergy themſelves openly break them, and even 
culpably neglet them, with Impunity? 

6. Whether the Rules of the Goſpel, reveal'd 
in the Sacred Scriptures, be not a ſurer Guide than 
diſputable Canons, and humane Inventions, fo 
ſtrictly impoſed, and ſo ill obferved ? 

7. What is become of Piety, and Charity in 
the preſent Generation, when, rather thau not 
nullify and run down the Orders of Presbyte- 
rian Miniſters, ſome Men will adventure, open- 
ly, and moſt notoriouſly, to break their own ? 

When the late Innovation is vindicated, I can- 
not but hope, that an Anſwer to theſe Queſtions 
will be attempted. But this is noc all. Some 
that were abſent admir'd, and well they might, 

2. How a Siſter could be Godmother to one 
of her Brothers, when ſhe her ſelf (as I am cre- 


dibly inform'd) had no other than Presbyterian 


Baptiſm. Now, the Caſe being as it is, the Ar- 
gument muſt neceſſarily fall upon the Horns of 
this Dilemma; either the Siftec was baptiz'd, or 
unbaptiz d; if the former be true, and the Act 


good and valid, then her own Brother's Baptiſm ' 


was good and valid too ; all depending upon the 
ſame Authority, and lying upon the fame Foun- 
dation. And if all was good and valid, when 
done, it could not be undone, nor ought the Bro- 
thers to be rebaprized, for in chis Caſe the Maxim 
holds, even Quod fieri non debuit, factum valet 3 

B - Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm: being an holy initiating Ordinance of 
1455 Chriſt, which is but once to be adminiſtred, 
and muſt, by no means be repeated, or reitera- 
ted; this, I preſume, our moſt violent Brethren 
own and acknowledge, and we have no Contro- 
verſy with them about this Head. Now then, the 
other Branch of the Dilemma falls under Conſide- 
ration; if the Siſter was unbaptiz'd (as pon 
the aforeſaid Suppoſition muſt needs be) then, 
according to their Notion, ſhe was no Chriſtian ; 
if ſhe was no Chriſtian ſhe could not be admit- 
ed, whilſt ſuch, to the Holy Communion ; for 
we cannot be ſo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe that 
the Church of England would admit Heathens to 
the Holy Communion, without Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm : If ſhe had never received the Lord's Sup- 
per, then what becomes of another Branch of 
the ſame 29th Canon, (viz.) Neither fhall any 
© Perſon be admitted Godfather, or Godmother, 
<<© to any Child, at Chriſtning, dr Confirmation, 
© before the ſaid Perſon, ſo undertaking, hath 
cc received the Holy Communjon ? The Wards 
are expreſs, without Exception, Reſtriction, or 
Limitation : Now this Perſon as ſhe was not ca- 
pable of the Holy Communion, ſo not of the 
aforeſaid Suſception. But I preſume, that many 
Scores, and Hundreds of Perſons, baptiz d by no 
other than Presbyterian Miniſters, have been, 
and are frequently, and ordinarily, admitted to 
the Communion, in the Church of England Way, 
without the Repetition of this Admmiſtration. 
Now very fain would I know, who muſt anſwer, 
or can do. it, for this Irregularity, and Inconfi- 
ſtence ? I believe, I am able co inſtance in ſome, 
who frequently communicate in Bury Church, 
who have no better a Qualification than that 
aforeſaid, Now ſuppoſing this to be _—_ 2 


* 
4 


| . 
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Fact, as we muſt needs ſuppoſe it, having ſuch 
glaring Evidence ; pray, can it be for the Ho- 
nour of the High-Church (eſpouſing their new 
Principles) to have fo many amongſt the Mem- 
bers of her ſpecial Communion, that are no Chri- 
ftians ; ſo many who ſind upon an equal Foot 
with Unbaptiz d Pagans, and Heathens ; ſo ma- 
ny who live and die without Baptiſm ? Can ic 
be the Glory of a Church, that pretends to' be 
the Center of Unity to all other Churches in the 
World, to abound with ſuch Kind of Members ; 
or but to have ſuch interſpers' d amongſt her other 
more regular Communicants? If there be any, 
or many Abſurdities in all this, they may even 
_ their own new Principles and Practices for 
them. [REL £2 

But to return : Muft One Canon be broken 
twice at a Heat, rather than poor, eafy, unthink- 
ing, and ignorant People muſt not be impos'd 
upon by the Artifices of deſigning Men? Rather 
than a favourable Opportunity muſt be loſt of ex- 
poſing to Contempt and Scorn ſuch Miniſters as 
are not epiſcopally ordain'd ; even then when it 
is diſputed very warmly, whether the Deprivarion- 
Biſhops, or Rewvolation- Biſhops, have the better 
Claim, and Title, to the Ordaining Power ; the 
one charging the other with intolerable Irregula- 
rities ; and the former ſaying, That the other are 
under a moft formidable Excommunication ; and, 
conſequently, how dangerous it is to come under 
their Juriſdictions, and Adminiſtrations ? Now 
the Diſſenting Miniſters would be at a moſt 
grievous Loſs to know their new Maſters, were 
they ſo capriciouſly inclin'd as to change their 
.Service : For my own Part, I am clear in the 
Point, That we had much better continue as we 
are, than venture at Is before this * 

| 2 
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be more amicably concerted among themſelves, 
and they come to a better Agreement ; of which, 
as yet, we have no promiſing Symptoms, whilſt 
One of our preſent Biſhops is treated with ſo 
little Honour, or Candor, only becauſe he is re- 
ſolv'd to vindicate the Truth, and the Redeemer's 
Regal Power. Let me add, 718 
3. It was admir'd upon what Account, or Oc- 
caſion, Sponſors, or Suſceptors, ſhould be made 
Uſe of, when their Office was not to hold above 
Four and Twenty Hours; when 'twas foreſeen 
they would be diſcharg'd in leſs Time than that; 
their Rebaptization being about Three of the 
Clock in the Afternoon, Sabbath Day, July the 
26th, and their Confirmation, by the Biſhop of 
Cheſter, the next Day, July the 27th, betwixt 
Eleven of the Clock and Two. For, I preſume, 
the Sponſors have always a Diſcharge at Con- 
firmation 3 excepting. One Inſtance only (and, 
I confeſs, tis ſome what ſingular) tis of a Woman 
in Tottington, who has been confirm'd ſeveral 
Times, ſome ſay Four or Five Times, and ſhe 
likes it ſo well that ſhe is as ready as ever to em- 
brace another Opportunity. Juſt ſo well are 
ſome People inſtructed in the Nature and Ends 
of Confirmation, and ſuch an hard Task ſome 
Godfathers and Godmothers are like to have of 
it, with ignorant and obſtinate People. 
No inaſmuch as the New-Baptifts were of 
Age, and grown up, and ſo very keen of their 
new Character, one might well have hoped there 
would have been no manner of Danger of their 
relapſing into their priſtine State of Paganiſm, 
and Presbyterianiſm, when the Interval was ſo 
extteme ſhort, betwixt their Chriſtning and Con- 
firming. Pity it was they could not be truſted 
with their Chriſtignity for One Night, 155 a 
2 | ittle 
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tle more, when they were actually arriv'd at 
Men's Eftate ! But, I conjecture, it was judged 
the ſafeſt Way not to truſt them too far. Whe- 
ther all this does not look like meer Pageantry, 
I muſt leave all the World to judge: And which 
Way (by ſuch a Scene as this) the Redeemer 
may be honoured, ignorant Souls inform'd of 
their Duty, Vital Holineſs, and the Power of 
Godlineſs, can be furthered and promoted: And 
which Way -Formality, Impiety, and Atheiſm 
ſhould be ſuppreſſed, by ſuch Practices, he muſt 
have better Eyes than mine who can ſee, or diſ- 
cern. Again, 23 

4. It ſeem'd ſtrange (and well it might) that 
no more Pains and Care was taken, to inſtruct 
theſe young Men in, and acquaint them with, 
the Nature, Ends, and Conditions of the Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant, or the Covenant of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the Neceſſity of giving their cordial Con- 
ſent to it, publickly, by a deliberate, ſerious, 
and perſonal taking hold of the Covenant for 
themſelves ; and -making a particular and open 
Confeflion, or Profeſſion, of all this as in the 
Preſence of God, and before many Witneſſes : I 
ſay, if this had been done, as it ought to have 
been done, there would have been no Occaſion 
for Undertakers. And Perſons arriv'd at an adult 
State, if they had no Baptiſm before, were oblig'd 
to do this: What elſe have they the Uſe of their 
Reaſon, and Underſtanding for ? What are they 
inſtructed in the Elements, the Grounds; and 
Principles of Religion for ? Why elſe do they 
themſelves perſonally appear, to take upon them 
the honourable Badge of their Profeflion 2 Wha 
knows but the next Managers, who ſhall be con- 
cern'd in a parallel Enterprize to what we have 
now before us, may alittle more narrowly, and 


ſtrictly, 


a Time when they were modelling our Esgliſb 
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ſtrictly, conſider all this, and ſave the Suſceptors 
fome Charge and Labour? - Wu 
Did I believe that any Perſon concern'd, and, 
conſequently, who have moſt need of it, would 
ſurvey this, I could tell them a little more that 
Aga do them good, if their Charity would but 
ſuffer it: And *tis from the wholeſome Advice 
which Alartin Bucer gave our Reformers, even at 


iturgy, and other Things that concern'd the 

ierarchy; and whoſe Counſel was well taken 
then, and accepted, and I wiſh, and pray, it may 
have the like Succeſs now. In his Book de 
% Regno Dei, and others, he vehemently urges 
the Neceflity of Congregational. Diſcipline, 
and denying the Sacrament to the profane, 
and unmeet ; of keeping baptized Youths 
among the Catechumens, 'till, at Age, they 
come to the , true Underſtanding of the 
Covenant, which they made; and muſt: re- 
new; and 'till they give credible Signs of real 
© Godlineſs, by a godly Life. And of what 
«© miſchievous Effects it is to confirm them, and 
© admit them to the Lord's Supper, on their 
© bare ſaying the Words of the Catechiſm, the 
% Creeds, Lord's Prayer, and Decalogue, with- 
* out tryed Underſtanding, and ſerious Piety : 
« and what a Wrong it is to the Chriſtian Church 
*© and Religion, to confound and corrupt our 
*© Communion, for Want of due Diſcipline, 
*© and Diſtinctions. And how little good all 
© Canons, and Laws for Reformation, or reli- 
© gious Duties, will do, if the Miniſters them» 


cc 


* (elves be ignorant, drunken, worldly, and un- 


** godly ; and the Churches be not taught by 
© able, godly, humble, ſelf-denying, and loving, 
* Pattors.” This Advice needs none my my 

Com- 
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Commendation, it will ſufficiently zommend it 
ſelf: It once did ſome Good, and, 1 hope, it 
may do ſo again. D Perfons that are 6f Age 
devote themſelves to God in Baptiſm ? *Tis pro- 
per, apd requiſite, that they know, and be ap- 

iz d, | 
Ee That Baptiſm is an honourable Badge of 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, that hereby we own our 
ſelves to be Chriſtians, and not Heathens, Indians, 
Mahometans, Fews, or Infidels, but Chriſtians, 
profeſſing and owning the Chriſtian Religion, 
and that only; and endeavouring to come up to 
the Sacred Rules, and Precepts of it. That, as 
it was an Honour under the Law, to be called a 
Few, Behold thou art called a Jeu, and makeſt thy 
Boaſt of the Law, Rom. ii. 17. by this Denomi- 
nation, and by Circumciſion, they were diftin- 
guiſh'd from all other Nations under the Cope of 
Heaven; ſo our Baptiſm tells all the World what 
our Profeflion is, and that it is an Honour to be 
called, but much more to be, a Chriſtian. The 
Diſciples were firſt fo call'd at Antioch. That as 
we have this Badge, we muſt be careful by no 
means to diſhonour it ; that as we are honour'd 
with this auguſt Denomination, we may not be 
a Reproach and a Scandal to it; in Name Chriſt;- 
ans, in Nature Ethiopians ; only pious in our 
Profeſſions, and yet moſt wretchedly impious in 
our Converſations. 

(2.) That it was intended to be the Laver of 
Regeneration: Not that all are ſavingly regene- 
rated who are bapriz'd ; no, tis plain with many 
a one, the Matter is quite otherwiſe : How ma- 
ny are born of Water, in foro Eecleſiæ, who are 
not born of the Spirit, in foro Dei? How many 
who make it too too evident, and apparent, by 
their corrupt Expreſſions, and ungodly 1 

| . that 
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that they are not yet waſhed: from their Filthineſs, 
Prov. XXX. 12: But to others it repreſents, and 
is an holy inſtituted Emblem of their New Birth, 


and Spiritual Renovation, of -the waſning of Re. 
generation, and the renewing of the Holy Gboſt, 
Tit. iii. 5. And that when the external Ablu- 


tion is attended, or followed, with- an internal 


Regeneration, ſuch will have abundant Reaſon 
o praiſe God for his undeſerved Grace, the Spi- 
rit's Influence, and this holy Ordinance ; whilſt 
by Faith, 'and Prayer, and Hope, they are ex- 
tracting the Benefit and Advantage of this Sacred 
Inſtitution every Day. 
(z.) That it is a Symbol of our Mortification, 
and ſo we are ſaid to be baptiz d into the Death 
of Chriſt, Gal. vi, 3. that as he died for Sin, we 
might die to it, being buried with bim by Baptiſm 
unto Death; it ſeems to be a manifeſt Alluſion to 
Immerſion, or putting them under Water, a 
Cuſtom they uſed in thoſe hot Countries, though 
inconvenient for us in theſe golder Climates. So 
that Chriſtians in Baptiſm do, as it were, go 
down with Chriſt, and deſcend unto his Grave, 
when they are baptized ; leaving their Sin and 
Zorruption, their carnal and ſordid Affections 


* there; and there they are buried, that they may 


emerge, and riſe no more. Our Mortification is 
declared in our Redeemer's Crucifixion ; ſeeing. 
our old Man is crucify'd with him, that henceforth . 
we ſhould not ſerve Sin. When we are baptiz'd, 
but not mortify'd, we don't come up to the grand 
End and Deſign of our Baptiſm ; in that Caſe it 
becomes an empty Name, a fruitleſs Sign, to us, 
If Sin live in us, even after Baptiſmal Water is 
ſprinkled upon us, and we live and die under the 

Tyranny and Dominion of it, Baptiſm, in ſuch 


2 Cafe, will witneſs againſt us. I have read of 


One 
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one Elpbidopbora, who revolted from the Ortho- 
dox to the Arian Vandals, that the Miniſter who 
baptized him, produced, and brought out, the 
Linnen Cloaths in which he was baptized, and 
laid them before him, ſaying, Theſe ſhall wit- 
neſs againſt thy Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery ; 
and for thy juſt Perdirion to all Eternity: 

(4.) Thar we, and ours, are enrolled in Chriſt's 
honourable Family, and amongſt the living Mem- 
bers of this ſacred Fraternity and Corporation; 
and are, by this Enfranchiſement, admitted to 
the diſcriminating Privilege of Adoption. Sure- 
ly, it adminiſters Matter of Joy and Gratulation, 
that we are put among his Children, bave a goodly 
Heritage, even of the Hoſts of Nations : That we 
are Retainers in his auguſt Houſe and Family ; 
have our Names down amongſt the Citizens and 
free Denizons of his ſpiritual Feruſulem : Surely 
tis ſomething to have royal Proviſion made ready 
for us, and we invited to a Participation, Whoever 
will, let bim come and take of the Water of Life freely, 
Rev. xxii. 17. We being in this Family, by good 
Experience find, that this Water of Life is not 4 
Fountain ſealed, but 3 Fountain opened, and we 
at Liberty to refreſh our ſelves with theſe healing 

Streams. 

Cf.) That we may be liſted, as Soldiers, in 
Chriſt's Service, and under the Banner of this 
Captain of our Salvation. He is the Lord Ge- 
neral, under whoſe Conduct and Command we 
fight, and war againſt our ſpiritual Enemies, the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; perſevering 
in this our Warfare, without fainting, or waver- 
ing, to our Lives End. Chriſtians are called the 
Soldiers of the Lord Jeſus exprel:iy, 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
called to endure Hardneſs ; to war a good Warfare ; 
to put on the whole Armour of God; co ſtand tbeir 

C Ground 
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Ground in an evil Day, when Enemies and Ops» 
poſitions do encounter them with Rage and Vi- 
olence ; to be waliant ; to quit themſelves like Men; 
to be ſtrong. Whilſt we live in the World, we 
muſt live in a militant State, but have no Reaſon: 
at all to be dejected, or diſpirited, whilſt the 
Son of God is our Captain, whilſt Faith is our 
Shield, the Word of God our Sword, Heaven, 
and inacceſſtble Glory, our ſure Reward. Chri- 
ftians are commanded to fight the good Fight of 
Faith, to lay bold on eternal Life, 1 Tim. vi. 12. in- 
timating, that it's a vain and imprudent Option, 
ro expect an Intereſt in the latter, without en- 

during the Fatigues of the other. 

(6.) That Baptiſm is the Broad Seal of God's 
Holy Covenant, wherein he moſt graciouſly 
romiſes, That he will pleaſe to be our God and 
ather, and that we ſhall be the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty ; as Circumciſion 
218 a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. iv. 11. 
of that Righteouſneſs which Faith did entitle 
Abrabam unto, and all his believing Seed and 
Progeny : That the Bleſſings, Benefits, and Pro- 
miles of this Covenant, are aſhgn'd, and made 
over to actual Believers, and to their Seed, con- 
ditionally, upon Condition that they take hold 
of the Covenant for themſelves, - perſonally, 
148 they are of Age, and in a Capacity to 
o it. 
Now *tis plain, from Holy Scripture, that 
theſe are the great Ends of Baptiſm : And tis 
as plain that Perſons who come to be of Age be- 
fore they are baptized, ought to have been ac- 
quainted with them, inſtructed in them, and 
ſhould have made ſome public Confeſſion, before 
the Congregation, that they did underſtand and 
believe them, and would (chrough Divine Aſs: 
| _ 
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ſiſtance) in the Courſe of their Lives, endeavout 
to come up unto them; owning that they were 
intelligent Conſenters to God's Holy Covenant. 
Baptiſm was inſtituted for theſe great, noble, 
holy, and falutary Ends ; but there are other 
Ends, for which it never was inſtitured and or- 
dained. Particularly, 

{ r.] Not to be entirely ingroſs'd and monopo- 
liz d by Chriſtians of one Denomination, to the 
total Excluſion of others, as ſound and ortho- 
dox as they themſelves ; for, in this Senſe, there 
is but One God, One Faith, One Baptiſm 5 One 
Baptiſm belongs unto them all, ſo long as they 
hold the Foundation, and do not evert, and 
overturn that, For why ſhould we endeavour 
to caſt thoſe out of Chriſt's Houſe, out of His 
Covenant, and from all ſaving Benefit by this 
Sacrament, for whom Chriſt died; merely be- 
cauſe in every unneceſſary Pun&ilio, they don't 
hit our Humour? Did the Redeemer ever give 
any mortal Man Power to make, or impoſe, ſuch 
Terms of Communion ? Shall I turn a poor Or- 
phan, and fatherleſs Child, out of Doors, force 
him from his own Inheritance, and to beg his 
Bread among Strangers, only becauſe he does 
not wear Clothes of the ſame Shape, Faſhion, 
and Colour, that I do ? Shall I firſt caſt him our, 
and then hate him moſt implacably, and irre- 
concilably, when I have done ? The Apoſtle, 
tells us, that ſuch as are weak in the Faith we 
muſt receive within our Charity, and our Commu- 
nion, but not to doubtful Diſputations. 

C2.] It was never inſtituted, or ordain'd, to be 
an Engine to cut in Pieces, and nullify the Or- 
ders, and Authoricy, of Goſpel Miniſters ; who 
have as good a Commiſſion, and as authentic 
Credentials to ſhew 2x that Commiſſion, * 
5 2 ns 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Great Head and King 
of his Church, to preach the Word, adminiſter 
the Sacraments, and exerciſe holy Diſcipline in 
his Church, as any in the World ; who ſtand up- 
on a Foundation truly evangelical, and upon the 
ſame Level with the Miniſters of the beſt reform- 
ed Churches in the Chriſtian World ; and who 
have ſufficient Reaſon to believe that the very 
Manner, and Circumſtances, of their Ordina- 
tions, are preferable to, and more regular than, 
chat of their Oppoſers. The Arguments which 
ſupport and evince this, may be conſider'd in due 
Time. In the mean Time let it be remember'd, 
That it's à vile Proſtitution, and Prophanation, 
of an holy Ordinance, for any to make Uſe of it, 
as an Inſtrument, to viliſy their Brethrens Ad- 
miniſtcations, and impoſe upon the groſs Igno- 
rance and Credulity of the vulgar. | 

[ 3 ] This Sacrament was never inſtituted with a 
Deſign to be repeated, and reiterated when once 
celebrated by a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; and when 
no juſt Occaſion can be proved, nor ſcarcely 
pretended ; and when 'tis pretty plain that the 
Exaltation of a certain Set of Men above their 
Brethren, and the Applauſe of the common Sort 
of People, is, and muſt needs be, the only Thing 
in View : Elſe, what an Appearance can an 
Action have that does (as it were) tell God to 
his very Face, thac, That was never done, which 
was done, and before Hundreds of Witneſſes too; 
that Perſons ſolemnly, and publickly baptiz'd 
with Water, in the Name of the Sacred Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, with Prayer ante- 
cedent and conſequenr, for a Blefling upon the 
Whole Adminiſtration, and upon every Part there- 

of; I ſay, by the unneceſſary Repetition of it, 
to tell the Almighty that ſuch were never baptiz d 
at 
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at all, is ſuch a Piece of Boldneſs as no Man of 
Seriouſneſs, and Piety would ever be guilty of; 
Nay, ſuch as Miniſters and Chriſtians of a pri- 
mitive and genuine Stamp, would be aſham'd 
of. I ſhall not pretend to any profound Skill in 
Antiquity (neither, if I did, would I lay much 
of the Weight of this Controverſy upon it) yet, 
for once, let me advance a Quotation of St. Cy- 
row de Ablutione, as taken by the Reverend 
r. Walker, a learned Presbyter of che Church 
of England. The Words are, 
„The Rules of the Church for- Et ſemel ſan- 
* bid Baptiſm to be repeated; and & ificatis, nul- 
© to them that have once been ſan- 2 
“ Aify'd (i. e. baptiz d) let no Hand conſecrans 
© preſume to come and baptize præſumat ac- 
ce them over again, or conſecrate cedere. 
te them over again.“ And beſides, 
ſuppoſing there had been ſome Irregularities in 
our Adminiſtrations, they may not, therefore, 
become Nullities. Our modern Re-Bapriſts, I 
believe, won't ſo much as pretend to be without 
Error, and Sin, but own themſelves guilty of 
ſome Weakneſſes and Imperfections: Will it, 
therefore, follow, that their Adminiſtrations are 
null and void? I fear, in this Matter, each Side 
muſt grant unto the other ſome Grains of Al- 
lowance, . | 


Veniam dabimm, petimuſq; viciſſim. 


This laſt, ſay our Adverſaries, we grant you; 
but then there is an eſſential Qualification want- 
ing in your diſſenting Presbycers, Teachers, and 
Adminiſtrators; they have no tegular, valid, or 
unqueſtionable Ordination; they are no Mini- 
ſters, but moſt rude, and daring Uſurpers of chat 


ſacred 


22 1 Vinvication of 


facred Function 1 no other than meer Lay-men, 
fit for nothing but to be ranked amongſt the 
Herd, amongſt the Beaſts of the People. 

To which I crave Leave to put in the enſuing 
Anſwer. * | bY 
(1.) This is gratis dictum, ſpoken without any 
Proof, or Evidence; and, If it were ſufficient 
for ſome to accuſe, how could any, or others, 
be innocent? I hope the World is a little wiſer 
at this Day (as fooliſh as it is) than to take all 
upon Truft from fome Men, without any Trial, 
or Scrutiny : And though the Ambition of any 
ſhould incline them to ſet up for infallible Ora- 
cles, yet the Arguments which ſupport the Va- 
lidity of our Ordination, and Miniftry, from 
Scripture, Reaſon, and the beſt Antiquity, the 
World muſt be Judge of. We crave no other Fa- 
vour from ſuch as ſcornfully trample upon us, than 
a full and fair Hearing of our Cauſe, and an im- 
partial Conſideration of the Mediums that ſup- 

ort it. 

8 (2.) The Validity of Presbyterian Ordination 
has been ſo copiouſly, and clearly, vindicated al- 
ready, even to the Conviction of ſo many learn- 
ed, and ſober Men (both Miniſters and People) 
in the Eſtabliſh'd Church, who, could they but 
get themſelves a lictle disburthen'd of Bigotry 
and Prejudice, that it would favour of Arro- 
gance in me, ſo much as to pretend to add any 
Thing to the Arguments they have advanc'd up- 
on this Head. Which Arguments ſtand in their 
full Strength, notwichſtanding all the violent 
Aſſaults that have been made to weaken and ex- 
tinguifh them. | 

I hope it will be no Offence to any, if a few 
Arguments be hinted at here, for the Satisfaction 
of thoſe who have neither conſulted nor conſider d 
the other. Theſe are taken, I. From 
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I. From the Eftabliſh'd Church it ſelf, or ſome 
eminent, and judicious Members of it. 

II. From Sacred Scripture, or the moſt Holy 
Word of God. 

III. From Reaſon and Example. 

IV. From particular and ſingular Inſtances; 
which ſerve to illuſtrate and corroborate the 
whole; and prove the Affirmation, That our 
Ordinations and Adminiſtrations are valid. 


SE-CTIO:N-:L 
HE firſt Reaſon is taken from the 


IX Eftabliſh'd Church it ſelf. 
> T 5 1. From the uſual Practice of her 
8 own Ordainers. 
2+ From the free Conceſſions of 
2 moſt eminent, and judicious, of her Mem- 
rs. 

3. From her own Rubrick, and the Uſe which 
the preſent Clergy make of it. 

That the Ordinations of Presbyters are valid, 
and, conſequently, their Baptiſm, and other Ad- 
miniſtrations, appears from the uſual Practice of 
Ordainers in the Church of England, who admit 
meer Presbyters to join with them in Impoſition 
of Hands, when Sacred Orders are conferr'd upon 
a Candidate. 

The Biſhop takes a Dean, Prebend, Parſon, 
c. or other Presbyter, to join with him in the 


Ordaining Act: Therefore Presbyters have Power 
n | | to 
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to ordain. For an Ordaining Act muſt nëeds 
preſuppoſe and involve an antecedent, inherent, 
Power of ordaining. 41 

That Impoſition of Hands is an Ordaining 
AR, I hope, no Man of Senſe and Reading will 
have the Front to deny: If any do, I am confi- 
dent his Miſtake will ſoon appear, if he will but 
turn his Eyes to, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly 
on no Man : 'The general Current of Interpreters 
underſtand this of Impoſition, or laying on of 
- Hands in Ordination. How a Presbyter can 
perform all the outward Acts of Ordination 
but not as an Ordainer, is ſuch a Fallacy, ah 
Piece of Pedantry, as few Men of Letters will 
be ready to own. 

To all this it will ſoon be reply'd, Tis true, 
Presbyters do impoſe Hands, with the Biſhop, in 
Ordination; but 'tis only by Way of Suffrage, 
and Conſent to the Biſhop's Act, and from no 
inherent Power. I anſwer, 

(I.) Ordinis eſt ordinare ; he that is in Orders 
may confer Orders : This is a Maxim which 
Arch-Biſhop Uſher mention'd, and would have 
maintain d : Now Presbyters are in Orders, 
therefore may confer them. Were it not a 

ſtrange, and a Kind of prodigious Thing, that 
a Presbyter ſhould be ſuch an anomolous Crea- 
ture, as to have no Seed in himſeif, whereby to 
propagate his kind? One would wonder, if 
Matters were ſo with him, that his Order were 
not extinct long before this Day a 

( 2.) A Presbyter needed not to lay on Hands 
as a Token of his Conſent to the Biſhop's Act; 
for this he might do well enough by a bare 
Amen, without any Thing more, to the Ordi- 
nation Prayer. 


(20 Let 
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(. Let it appear that any Text of Seripture, 
in the whole Bible, can be produced to prove, 
that Presbyters are directed only to give their 
Conſent in Ordination, by Impoſition of Hands: 
Let any that are forward enough make the moſt 
curious Search, and, I am ready to believe, they Il 
ſoon find themſelves miſerably diſappointed. 
(4.) Dr. Cave, for whom, I know, ſome have 
a great Veneration, is of Opinion, © That Im- 
** poſition:of Hands was uſed as a Rite of con- 
< ferring Ordination upon the Miniſters of 
ce Chrift.” Prim. Cbriſt. p. 1 ũ999. 
From the whole, tis evident, That meer Pres- 
byters have the Right of impoſing Hands in Or- 
dination, even in the Cburch of England ; and 
if there, then ſure in other Reformed Churches 
too. Oh no, ſay ſundry of our. Brethren, buc 
they have no ſuch Right and Power ſeparare- 
ly from, but only in Conjunction with, che 
Biſhop: We deny the Conſequence. If you 
grant an inherent Power in Presbyters to ordain, 


tis the main Point we are now proving, or 


pleading. for; and whether this meer Presbyter 


ordain ſeparately, or conjunctly; in England, or 


Scotland; in our own, or in foreign Reformed 
Churches; all theſe Circumſtances will not much 
alter the Caſe. 0 | | 


II. The Clearneſs of this Point appears from 
the free and inge nuous Conceſſions of the moſt. 
eminent and judicious Members of the Eftabliſh'd | 
Church. An Enumeration of all Particulars, and 


Inſtances, which might be produc'd, would per- 


fectly tire the Reader; but take a ſelect Number 


of them, in the following Order. If I prove 
guilty of any Miſquorations, I ſhall be glad tb be 


Miſtake and Etror. 


* 


} 


rectify'd, and ſhall moſt readily acknowledge my 
D Dr: 


# * 
* . 
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. Cranmer, Arch · Biſhop of Canterbury, being 


required to give in his Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
Whether Biſhops; or. Prieſts (Presbyters) were 


- ©* by their Conſecration. 


firſt 2: wakes this Reply, viz. © Biſhops and 
£6. Prieſts were at One Time, and were nor Two 
Things, but both One Office in the Begin- 
ning of Chriſt's Religion.??“ds 

Dr. Robertſon, in Anſwer to the ſame Queſtion, 
ſays, Nec opinor abſurdum eſſe, ut ſacerdos epiſcopum 
©. .conſecret.” Nor do I think it abſurd at all that 
the Prieſt conſecrate the Biſhop. Bunet's Records, 
Vol. I. . 223, 22041 dcœ—ul‚ 0175009 e 
Spot ſood's Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, 
hints, That when they were ſetting up Bpiſco- 
pacy in that Kingdom ; and ſeveraFnominated 
were to be conſecrated, it was objected, That 
c it was neceſſary that they ſhould" be firſt. or- 
* dain'd Presbyters, becauſe they had not epiſoo- 
© pal Ordination, but) only from the Hands of 
meer Presbyters they received their Orders. 
e But Dr. Bancroft (though a High- Church- Man) 
* mace Anſwer, There was no Occaſion for 
ſuch-a Re. iteration ; they muſt either'account 
& the Ordinations by Presbyrers valid: or elfe 
* condemn and unchurch the Refu med Churches in 
% Tranſmarine Parts,” Such a Conceſſion ay 
this. from ſo warm an Adverfary, in fuch à Point, 
at ſuch a Time, and when doing ſuch Work, 
and bachid with ſuch a Reafon, one might rea- 
ſonably hope would help to clear the Matter now 


in Debate. . 5 | 

- Biſhiop Carleton has theſe Words, in his Treatiſe 
of Juriſdiction, p. 7. * The Power of Order, by 
* all Wfirers that I can ſee, even of the Church 
of Rome, is underſtood- to be immediately from 
**. Chriſt, given to all Biſhops and Prleſts alike, 


The 
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The /aforeſaid Dr. Ther, Lord Primate of Le- 
land, told King Cbarlel the Firſt, in che Iſie of 
Wight, (and ſaid he could fully prove it, beyond 
Contradiction, out of St. Hierom) That for 
many Years, together the: Presbyters of Alex- 
* andria ordain'd,: and conſecrated their .] 
* Biſhops.” And to this Day, even at Kone, 
the Cardinals conſecrate and ordain the Pope; 
here in England, the Biſhops conſecrate the Arch- 
Biſnop; an inferior Order conſecrates a ſuperior 
(as they deem it) in both Hierarchies“ Pray, 
then, bow happens it that Men of the ſame Or- 
der may not confer what they have, even the 
Power of Prieſthood, or Presbyterate ? Is there 
not more Realon for this, than for the other? 
Have Inferiors more Powet than Equals? Had 
Presbyters once a Power they have now loſt ? 
How came they to forfeit their Charter, and in 
what Century? Tis like ſome Body or other will 
rub his Forehead and tell me. 
Laſtly, to add no more Authorities of this 
Nature, the pious, learned, and renowned 
Dr. Burnet, late Biſhop of Sarum, in his Preface 
to the Third Volume of the Hiſtory of the Re- 
formation, p. 12. laments that many who 
<* profeſs. great Zeal for the Legal Eſtabliſh- 
“ment, yet ſeem to be ſet on forming a new 
** Scheme, both of Religion and Government; 
< and are taking the very ſame Methods, only 
da little diverſify'd, that have been purſu'd in 
© Popery, to bring the World into a blind Obe- 
©*.\dience to, and Dependance upon the Clergy: ; 
and to draw the Wealth, and Strength of the 
* Nation into their Hands. Ti KIE 
The Opinion of the Sacrament's being an 
4 Expiatory Sacrifice; and of the Neceſſity of 
** Secret Confeſſion, _ Abſolution; and 2 
$6) uy dne 
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the Church's Authority, acting in an Inde- 
bs pendence on the Civil Powers, were the Foun- 
, dations of Popery, and the ſeminal Principles 
4 out of which that Maſs of Corruption was 
form d. They have no Colour for them in 
7 the New Teſtament, nor in the firſt Ages of 
* Chriſtianity ; and are directly contrary to all 
the Principles on which che Reformation was 
* carried on, and to every Step that was made 
in the whole Progreſs of that Work. And 
„ yet theſe, of late, have been Notions much 
-* favour'd, and written for with much Zeal, 
. not to ſay Indecency. Beſides a vaſt Number 
* of little ſuperſtitious Practices, that in ſome 
places have grown to a great Height; ſo that 
** we were inſenſibly going off from the Re- 
* formation, and framing a new Model of a 
* Church, totally different from all our former 
„Principles, as well as preſent- Eſtabliſhment. 
** To all which they have added that ' ſingular 
and extravagant Conceit, of the Invalitity 
* of | Baptiſm, unleſs miniſter'd by One epiſco- 
© pally ordain'd';; though this not only cuts off 
* all Communian with the foreign Proteſtant 
“ Churches, of which; perhaps, they make 
% no great Account; but makes Doubtings to 
f*_ ariſe, with Relation to great Numbers both 
„among our ſelves, and in the Roman Com- 
Fame 23M isl yier ade z nine: oe bat 

No if all this be not a Vindication of our 
Cauſe, it had very ill Lucł to be ſo like it: What 
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muſt the poor Diſſenters do, what muſt they be- 
lieve in this Caſe? Here are as great Lights as 


ever appear'd in our Engliſh Horizon; as ever 


ſhin'd in our Bririfh Orb, aſſerting; and affirming 


the Identity of a Primitive Biſhop, and Presby- 
ter, in Regard of Office, and Order: Pleading 
| *, log 
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for their Ordaining Power, for the Validity of 
their Ordinations, and Adminiſtrations ; lament- 
ing the declining of ſeveral of their Brethren of 
the legal Eſtabliſhment, from the Principles of 
the Reformation, and their Fondneſs of little 
ſuperſtitious Fopperies; lamenting the extrava- 
gant Conceit that ſome Men have been lately 
forming and framing, concerning the Invalidity 
of Baptiſm, unleſs miniſter'd by One epiſcopally 
ordain'd, and looking moſt ſadly, and diſmally, 
upon the Conſequences of ſuch odd, novel, and 
uncharitable Notions, Practices, and Actions, 
both with Reſpect to our ſelves, and the Reſorm- 
ed Churches abroad. Were not moſt, or all of 
theſe Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church; many 
of them Dignitaries in it? Were they not capa- 
ble of as fair Advantages to know the Truth, in 
this Matter and Affair, as others who are con- 
feſſedly of a more diminutive and puiſne Stature, 
but certainly of leſs Learning and Charity ? Did 
we err in this Point (as we believe we do not) 
you ſee we have admirable good Company. And 
whilſt the ſoundeſt, moſt pious, and venerable 
Part of the Church of England plead for us, we 
ſhan't lay it much to Heart, though the Relicts, 
and Remainder ſet themſelves againſt us. 
III. The Validity of Presbyterian Ordination, 
and Baptiſm, has a ſolemn Confirmation from 
the Church of England's Rules and Rubrics, in 
her Liturgy, together with the Uſe the preſenc 
Gre 
Immediately antecedent to the Office for Bu- 
rials you. have this Charge and Order, which 
(I am of Opinion) the very pooreſt Curate 
among them will own himſelf oblig'd to obſerve, 
wit. ** That" it' ſhall not be read over Self. Murderers, 
Lethe Excommuxicate, or Unbaptiz'd.” Now upon 
1 my 
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own Knowledge and Experience, I can aver, 


That many Children, and Perſom grown up, 


who. have had no other Baptiſm than from the; 
Hands of a Presbyterian Minifter, have died, 
and been interr'd. at the Pariſh-Church of Bury, 
at which Interments the Parſon, or the Curate, 
have read the ſaid Office over them, as uſual, 
without any apparent Objection; Scruple, or 
Heſitation, eſpecially when a Funeral Sermon, 
a Mourning Hatband, or a little bite have at- 
tended; the Solemnity. The ſaid Children, Cc. 
thus read over, were either baptiz d, or unbap- 
tiz d.; I don't believe that any of the Clergy 
hold a middle State. If baptiz'd, then Presby- 
terian Ordination is good, even according to 
their on Notion; and their Baptiſms are valid, 
and not to be repeated, when the Readers, or any 
other, are in a more teſty Humour. If unbap- 
tiz d. (as it ſeems they ſay at other Times) then 
gone of the Clergy ought to have read over them; 

r their doing it is a moſt - notorious Violation 
of,. their. on Rule, and Order; and renders them 
liable to the Cenſure of their Superiors. Beſides, 
What. will become of their oon Subſcriptions 
and Obligations, to obſerve all Things in the Book 
of Common Prayer, with other Rites and Cere- 
monięs of the Church contained therein? What ? 
Are theſe Things to be jeſted with, to be kept, 
or broken, as our Genius, or our Intereſt leads 
us? May Oachs and Subſcriptions be diſpenſed 
with upon every little Occaſion? May Rules, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Orders be ſnapt aſunder, as 
fat as we nip Straws, and no Cenſure incurred? 
Muſt the poor Non-Cons be threatned, and ha- 


raſſed, and preſented, when no Law is tranſ- 


greſſed, no Fault committed, when nothing is 
or can be proved? And muſt 1 
172 | 1813 
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*ders to Decency and Order, be indulg'd in fach 
Kind of Violations, and no Notice taken of it? 
I muſt needs ſay, I find the old Proverb a true one, 


Some People had better ſteal a Horſe, than others lodk 
over the Hedge. 


Tis probable, ſome will ſay they put the moſt 


favourable, and charitable Conſtruction upon 
People's Conditions at the Grave, Why, truly, 
better late than never; I wiſh we had more Cha- 
rity amongſt us. But why ſo much now and fo 
little at other Times? Why is Presbyterian Bap- 
tiſm good at and after a Man's Death, and yet 
null and void, all the Time of a Man's Life? 
How can there be ſure and certain Hope f @ 
Reſurrect ion to Eternal Life if he neither be 
baptiz'd, nor à Chriſtian; if he be neither in 
the Church of Chriſt, nor within the Covenant 
of Grace; and, moreover, die under the Guilt 
of a damnable Schiſm? Pray, what muſt this 
ſure and certain Hope be grounded upon 2 
Have we any Foundation for ſuch Hope, but 
only Chriſtianity, when we have the Goſpel 
amongſt us? Upon the whole, I cannot but 
obferve, That Truth, like a Dye, always falls 
upon a Square: Turn it which Way you will, 
it always lies firm, and ſure, and will quadrate 
with any other Truth that falls near it; but 
where there are manifold Inconſiſtencies, and 
Incoherencies (and we don't need to go far to 


find them) there muſt needs be ſome Variation 


from it. 


Li 


However, taking it for granted that the 


Practice aforeſaid does ſuppoſe Perſons ſo bu- 


ried, baptized ; and it muſt ſuppoſe that prima- 


rily, if ic ſignify any Thing; then my Con- 
cluſion is as good as ſuch a Practice can make 
ic 3 namely, That the Ordinations, and Admi- 

de are niſtrations 
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-niftrations of meer Presbyters appear to be 
good and valid, from; the Rubric of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church; and from _ e which oy 
- Clergy. make of itz. . . 

8 


e 


SECTION.IL 2 


To HE Proof F e is only 
gov - collateral, or, as we ſay, Argumen- 
1 I tum ad FHamginean And, left, any 


N ſhould alledge, chat all this while 1 
have only been begging the „Queſti- 


on, but directly proving nothing, I I: ſee tis high 
Time to advance to the: 

Second; Topic, or Head of Argument, take 
from.the Sacred Scriptures, or the Holy Word he 
God. Now this is che principal; and moſt im- 
pre gnable Foundation; if our Doctrine, Authorixy, 
and Miſſion, be built upon this Foundation, Men 
cannot overthrow. it; if they 1o. much as at- 
tempt and enterprize it, they will be found fi ht-. 
ing againſt God, who will be too hard for ſuch, 
daring Aggreſſors. But if they be not built 
on this Foundation, all will come to nought, 
and the Superſtructure come tumbling down z+ 
for Magna eſt Veritas, & pravalebit z, Truth is great, 
and will prevail. Stat Veritas fas Etetnal 
Truth will never fall. 


5 
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ARGUMENT I. 


Thoſe who have the Government, and order- 
ing of the Church committed to them, are in- 
veſted with an Ordaining Power: But Presby- 
ters have ſo. I ſtrongly preſume it will not be de- 
ny'd, that the Power of Ordination appertains to 
the well governing and ordering of the Church, 
and, therefore, ſhall ſpend no Time upon the 
Proof of this Part of the Argument; the main 
Streſs lies upon the other, Whether Presbyters 
have the Government and Ordering of the 
Church of Chriſt committed to them. St. Paul, 
that Great Apoſtle, directed in this Matter by 
the infallible Spirit of God, is my Voucher, who 
calls for the Elders, or Presbyters, of the Church 
of Epheſar, to meet him at Miletus, and there gives 
them a Charge; vas ds Egeco, pereranionro 
Tes wyeoBuTtgus q e. ' Miſſis nunciis Ephe- 
ſum, accerſivit presbyteros eccleſig., As the 
Great Apoſtle ſends for theſe Epleſian Presbyters, 
ſo he has ſomething of Weight, and Moment 
to commit to them, and concredit with them 
Ad, xx. 28. [Take heed therefore to your ſelves ] 
mind the Concerns of your own Souls ; other- 
wiſe it cannot be hoped that you'll be cordially, 
and ſincerely careful of the Salvation of others; 
let your Converſations be regular and evangelical, 
LAnd to all the Flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt 
bath made you Overſeers:]J Take the Charge of 
the Souls of your Flock, govern them, rule them, 
feed them with ſound Doctrine, and ſalutary 
Truths. You are inveſted with Power from the 
Holy Ghoſt, for the ordering of the Church of 
God in Worſhip, and Diſcipline, according co his 
Word and Will. And again, Verſe 3 t. [ Therefore 
| | E waiteh 
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watch = rp ono Kc. ſtand upon your Guard, 

oppoſe Errors, Hereſies, and ſpiritual Enemies ; 
be vigilant Paſtors; 1 as thoſe that muſt give 
an Account, Here, 

(1) The Charge is very ſolemn, awhul, and 
affecting. 

(. 22.) Given by the Wechtl 88 205 Di- 
rection of the Holy Ghoſt ; ; the Holy. Gy bad 
made them Overſeers.  ..._ 

(z.) Given to Presbyters, and not to a ſupe- 
rior Order [hath made you Overſeers 3J he is 
fill ſpeaking to the Tame Men, to the fame In- 
dividuals. 

(40 Ir comprehend the ſeveral and — Vl 
Parts of the Paſtoral Office, teaching, fesding 
rulings and governing, including the, Power of 
Ordaimning.. - 

(F.) The Apoftle St⸗ Paul did not "afcerwarde 

change their Presbyterial into a Prelatical Pow- 
er, as ſome have groundleſsly ſuggeſted, and in- 
ſinuated. For we don't read that ever he return'd 
again to them, after he had pray'd, and: parted 
with them upon the Shore; nay, he told them, 
Ver. 20, 38. That they ſhould fee bis Face, no more „ 
ſo that there was no Alteration in their Office, 

and his Charge. | 

N Nor do we read that he ſet any of, 8 
Presbyters in a highs her Poſt, ſuperior to the reſt,z 
but gave the Charge, Power, and Caution, 
N to them all. 4 | 


ARGUMENT II. 


If primitive Presbyters and Biſhops be * 
and the ſame Office, then Presbyters have an Or- 
-daining Power. The Reaſon of the Conle- 
quence is, becauſe it's granted on all Hands that 

Seripture- 


Sn 
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Scripture-Biſhops have; therefore, if Presbyters 
be ſuch, they muſt needs have this Power too: 


Inaſmuch as one and the ſame Office falls under 
different Names, and the very fame Perſons call- 


PETokinrs] wer. 28. without any Mutation of 
the Perſon. The Office, and Order the ſame, 
and Perſon the ſame, tho different Names. 
An Identity of Perſon and Function, though Va- 
riety of Denominations ; called Biſhops, Pres- 
byters, Elders, Paſtors, Miniſters, c. This is 
further ratify'd and confirm'd from Tita i. 5. 
For thy Cauſe left I thee in Creet, that thou ſhouldſt 
ordain Presbyters in every City. Ver. 7. For a Bi- 
ſhop muſt he blameleſs, Now what Senſe, or Co- 
herence, can there be in theſe Verſes, if Biſbop 
in the 7th Verſe, be not che fame with Preibyter 
in the gth Verſe. Tis as plain as Words can 


make it, that the Holy Apoſtle is deſcribing the 


Qualifications of thofe that Titus did ordain in 
Creet, ſometimes called Presbyters, or Elders, and 
fomerimes "Biſhops ; telling Perſons in the very 
fame Office, inyeſted wich the fame Authority 
and Power, how they were to deport and behave 
themſelves towards God, their Hearers, their 
own Souls, and them that were without. Hence 
it follows, 1. That Presbyters are Scripture- 


Biſhops. 2. Conſequently have a Commiſſion 


from Jeſus Chriſt, to feed, rule, govern, and or- 
der the Church of the Living God. And, 3. No 
Qualification of a Biſhop is here mention'd as di- 
ſtinct from Presbyters; much leſs a ſeparating 
and dividing the Office, and giving the Pres- 
- hor only a Part, excluding him from the Power 
of ordaining, confirming, confecrating, and the 
Rke. Such à Partition of the Power was not 
dall = Wi ARGU- 


ed Presbyters, Ad, xx 17. are called Riſhops 
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ARGUMENT I. 


If Examples can be given of Presbyters or- 
daining in the New Teſtament, then they have 
that Power; but ſuch Examples may be given. 
The Conſequent of the Propoſition is ſelf-evi- 
dent, and irrefragable ; for Nil dat, quod non babet, 
nothing gives what it has not. They muſt have 
Power to ordain, elſe they could not ordain 3 


| Duicquid eft in attu, pria fuit in potentia, what is 


now in the Act, and Effect, was once in the 
Cauſe, and the Power. "NB, 

It now remains that the Inſtances promiſed be 
produced: And, I hope, this will immediately 
be done to a plenary Satisfaction. 

The firſt Inſtance is of Paul and Barnabas be- 
ing ordain'd by certain Prophets and Teachers; 
the Place is obvious, Act, xiii. 1, 2, 3. Now there 
were in the Church that was at Antioch, certain 
Prophets, and Teachers. — And as they miniftred to 
the Lord The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate unto me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the Work whereunto I bave 
called them And when they bad faſted, and prayed, 
and laid their Hands an them, they ſent them away. 
It may be enquicr'd what ſort of Officers in the 
Church theſe Prophets and Teachers were ? in- 
Tun as ſome have very confidently affirmed, 
That Prophets were Preſidents in this Ordination, 
and Teachers their Inferiors. But let it be re- 
member d that they were. Ny; 

(I.) Standing Officers in the Church of An- 
vioch ; or, at leaſt, had been there for ſome 


Time. | IS With -» 40 
(2.) We read of no Prelacy, Preſideney, or 
Superiority, among the; nor (we think) is it 
in the Power of any to prove it; either oe 
1 * ace 
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Place now quoted, or from any other in the 
whole New Teſtament. | | 

- (2+) The general Stream of Interpreters, not 
excepting thoſe of our Oppoſers, ingenuouſly 
grant that theſe Prophets and Teachers were 
Presbyters; but ſay, they had an extraordinary 
Commiſſion, for this particular Ordination, be- 
cauſe of the planting of Churches, and. the 
ſpreading and diſſeminating of Chriſtianity. 
But let it be conſider'd here, that though Pro- 
phers, in Strictneſs of Speech, ſignify ſuch as 
predict and foretel future Events; yet it frequent- 
ly imports no more than ſuch as interpret the 
Scripture, and preach ; but did not conſtitute a 
diſtint Order of Men, ſeparate from ſuch as 
did ſo, Moreover, 'tis granted, there was ſome- 
thing extraordinary that did attend the Admini- 
{trations of theſe Primo-primitive Times, in Or- 
der to the Plantation and Settling of evangelical 
Churches; ſuch as Gifts of Tongues, Prophecy, 
Miracles, c. but what was tranſacted in this 
Affair proceeded (no doubt) from their ordina- 
ry Power, and which they might exert upon 
other Occaſions. But this is not all, 

(4.) Here was Faſting, Prayer, and Impoſi- 
tion of Hands, the uſual Rites and Concomitants 
of Ordinations, as all grant and allow; and if 
the Ordination of Paul and Barnabas was valid, 
when done by Presbyters; if the Holy Ghoſt 
did order, warrant, and command the ſetting 
apart of theſe Two Perſons, to perform the Du- 
ties of their holy Function, who need queſtion 
the Power of Presbyters to ordain ? 

The Second Inſtance is of Timothy, who was 
ordain'd by the Hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 
iv. 14. Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which was 
given thee by Propheſy, with the laying on 4 => 
* | | anas 
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Hands of the Preset: A Plate ſo full, fo plain, 
ſo pertinent to our Purpoſe, that it will remain 
as 2 perpetua and indelible Record againſt the 
malicious and impotent Efforts of ſuch as deny 
and nullify Presbyterian Ordination. It would 
have been 23 matter of Triumph, bad the Expref- 
flog been as plain and full for the other kind of 
Ordination. Let it be remake. 
(I.] Here is Timothy, a Perſon well qualified 
ſot che Work and Office of an Evangeliſt or- 
dain'd : He was a Canditate eminent for his Faith, 
Piety, Diligence, Abſtemiouſneſs, and Tempe- 
(a.] Here is a whole College of Presbyters 
conyen'd to ordain him, which they do by impo- 
ſicion of Hands in a moſt ſolemn Manner; and 
which they would not have done, nor ought to 
have done, had there not been an inherent Power 
in Presbyters, as ſuch, to ordain; which is the 
only thing upon this Head which we contend for. 


Occaſion without Direction, without Commilſ- 
fon, or were guilty of Uſurpation? Let us ſee 
who'll be fo hardy as to attempt the proving any 
of bags upon the Presbyters that ardain'd 


[z.] The Gift that was in Timathy was conferr'd 
this way, and the Miniſtry is called a Gift; 
Unto me that am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints is this 
Grace given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles) 
yd emer ei of Chrift, lays the Apoſtle: - 


[ 4-] The great Apoſtle of che Gentiles himſelf, 
teſtifies that this Gift was given by the laying 
on of the Hands of the Presbytety ; and can we 
have a more Authentic Voucher? Who is it: 

that will queſtion his Jateligenge;. ee 

8 | 100 uy 


Jan we imagine that they came together on this 


Presbyterian Ordination, 8%. - 29 


Fidelity in this Narration? Can we get any bet- 
ter ? Shou'd we defire any other? Aye but Im 
appriz'd, and very well aware, — ſome will 
be ready to tell me, I ero before Day; for don't 
we read, 2 Rhee i. 6. Stir up the gift of God which 
5s in thee, 1942 my Ta To my Hands. Here is 
the Apoſtle impoſing Hands on Timothy, as well 
as the Presbytery. "Anfwir, The Solution will 
have no great difficulty in it, if it be maturely 
confider'd. 

1.) That the Holy Ghoſt was ſometimes given 
by the laying on of Hands. They. laid their hands 
on them, and they receiv d the Holy Ghoſt, Acts viii. 
x7, 18. and who knows whether any thing more 
than this was intended ? 

2.) If Presbyters laid on Hands with the Apo- 
file this Impoſition, and their ordaining Power 
is ſo much the more conficm'd by his Preſence, 
who would have reprov'd em if there had — 
any thing preſumptive or irregular in it; their 
inherent Power of Ordaining, whether with, or 
without the Apoſtle, in his Preſence, or in his 
Abſence, is as much as we plead for. 


30 If the Apoſtle did lay on his Hands with 


| the Presbyters, hat ! is this to the diminiſhing or 
leſſening of the Power of Presbyters; ; or the ele- 
vating 2 Dioceſan Biſhops above em? This will 


no way in the World alter the ſtate of our Caſe, 


nor enervate the Reaſons and Arguments that 
ſupport it. For, 


_ Dioceſan 'Biſhops, as ſuch, are not, nor! 


can properly be the Succeſſors of the Apoſtoli fu- 


Apoſtles. A Biſhop has a fix'd erunt Paſto- 


Place, Diſtrict, Dioceſs ; his Juriſ- res univerſa- 
diction is limited, confin'd within Is. Pare, in 


ſuch a certain Compaſs or Circuit; 


but 


Rom. p. 1252. 
but the Apoſtles were not ſo limited or confin'd, 
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- but went to ſeveral Provinces, Cities, Countries, 
Nations; hetein then Dioceſan” Biſhops cannot 
be the Succeſſars of the Apoſtles, there is no 
Patity in this reſpect betwixt their Commiſſions 
and Juriſdictions. ss. 0 
(2. There was ſome Power which the Apo- 
ſtles had which was peculiar to themſelves, and 
which determin'd and ended with em: few will 
be fo arrogant as to claim it. Something Apo- 
ſtolical which their Work requir'd, which in ſuc- 
ceeding Ages ceas'd: nor was it neceſſary to be 

continued, when the Reaſons of it were ceas d. 
(3. But Presbyters are more likely to be Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles in the ordinary and 
ftanding part of their Office; which Office for 
the ruling, governing, and Paſtoral: feeding of 
the Church, was to continue, and remain to the 
end of the World : Oh ! may ſome ſay, that's a 
bold Word; but if it be as true as bold, we are 

tight enough ſtill. Are not ſome of the Apoſtles 
call'd Presbyters, nay, do they not give them- 
ſelves this Appellation? Now let any Man 
prove, and make plain in what part of the Bible 
the Holy Apoſtles call themſelves Biſhops or Dio- 
ceſans, et erit mihi magnus Apollo. III warrant” 
him he may ſet up for a Nons-sucu. To 
evidence that the Apoſtles call'd themſelves Pres- 
byters, I have a Duumvirate ready, St. Peter and 
St. John; and one would hope that by the Month 
of two ſuch Witneſſes the matter would, beyond con- 
tradition, be eſtabliſ d. I begin with 
St. Peter, who calls himſelf a Presbyter, t Pet. v. 
I. The Elders that are among on I ex bort who alſo 
am an Elder. TigzoBurigss Tos it Culy rapgxtc 5 c 
er:oByree@-. I humbly conceive this is Demon- 
ſtracion, and gives ſome umbrage and ground to 
- believe, that when the Apoſtolical Office, as 
| purely 
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purely Apoſtolical, and Extraordinary, was re- 
ſcinded, the Governing Power of Presbyters ſuc. 
ceeded, and was continued even as at this Day. 
Hadithe Apoſtle ſaid, the Biſhops or Dioceſans 
that ate among you I exhott; who am a Biſhop 
or Dioceſan, there would have been fome mat 
ter for Joy and Triumph; bur ſeeing it is as it 
is, We may eaſily ſee to whit fide the advantage 
of Truth is like to fall. But leaſt any ſhould 
think that this Proof won't do wirhout another; 
I hate n ſerond. a t ]ðĩ1] Nr 
Saint Jobn alſo calls himſelf a Presbyter 
twice over in thie firſt Verſes of his ſecond and 
third Epiſtles, 3; ngopuree@ Hnnerry ui, The 
Presbyter to tbe Elect Lady + and again, 5 Hęessdre- 
rata 2 Cyarrurd, 'The Preibyter to the Beloved 
Gains.\ Here the Apoſtle falls under this Deno- 
mination; and under it, recommends himſelf and 
Doctrine to two : Eminent Saints. If ie be 


objected, that he gives himſelf this Title in regard 


of his Age; Why may we not ſay, he aſſumes 
this Title in regard of his Office? and why may 
he not intend the latter as well as the former? and 
what if we ſay it includes both? the Senſe of a 
ripture is not to be narrowed without juſt Oc- 
ien 29 anon bien a, 1 1894 
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Thoſe that may Preach, and Baptize, may ſo 
Ordain; but meet Presbyters may Preach and 
apcize, — I preſume the minor Propoſition is 
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gtanced; and nteds no. Confirmation; our Op- 


udgments and Opinions in this matter: the 


major then muſt needs be denied 3 and is thus 
broy d. If. Preaching; Baptizing, Ruling: the 
* N Flock, 
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ofictes Practice is ſufficient; to diſcover their 
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Flock, and Ordaining; be efleritial Partsj--and 
Branches of the - Paſtoral Offiee, - inſeparable 
rom it; then if a Presbyter can do the former, 
e may alſo do the &ther; if be cn Preach ahl 
aptize, he may alſo Ordain: if the Ordainer ex- 
preſs a contrary Intention, and would ſeparat his 
Ruling and Ordaining Power, from hi Preach- 
ing and Baptizing Power, and bereave him of 
it, either ſuch an Intention in the Ordainer muſt 
be null and void; or the whole Action and Ad 
miniſtration muſt be a nullity : hat Ohriſt ba. 
join d together, 1i0 h may put aſunder. Now chat 
all cheſe are inſeparably united to the ſap Office 
and Order, ſeems very clear from the Charge 
St. Peter gives to the Elders or Presbyters ſcat- 
ter d and diſpers'd abroad throughout the Churches 
in Pomul, Galatia, Cappadbria, Aſia and Bit hynia; 
x Pet. v. 1, 2, 3. The Elders that are kmong you Tex+ 
bort, who.alſo am an Elder, and a Witneſs of the Suſfrl 
ings of Cbriſt, and a artaker of the Glory that hall 
be revealed: feed the Flock of Goll ubieb is among 
you, taking the overſight thereof mot by" conſtraint but 
willingly,, vot for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind. 
Neit her as being Lords ver God's Heritage, but being 
Enfamiples to the Flor. 
Let the following Elucidations be weigh'd in 
the Balance of an impartial Judgment. 
(1.) The Perſons td whom St. Peter gives this 
Charge, viz. The Presbyters of thoſe ſcattered 
Churches ,confifting- of ' conferred 'Fews," and 
chriſtianiz'd Gentiles, The Elders abr ure mug 
you I. exbort. , 12 7 | 1 1 — © S130 


9 


() The Ruling and Guiding Power, as well 
as chat of Preaching, Teaching, and Inſtructing, 
was committed to em, and concredxed With. 
em; and fo much is evidentty hinted ar; and in- 
eluded in feeding the Flock 'of G which war" 

0 N among 
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among them, taking the overſight thereof, being Enſam- 
ples to the Flock. When they are commandedſto feed 
the Flock of God which was among em, they 
were commanded to Teach and Rule em; for 
feeding imports no leſs: ſhould I multiply Autho- 
ties for the Proof of this Senſe, and Signification 
of the Word, I might tire my ſelf and my Read- 
er; one or two may chance to convince thoſe 
who think we want 'em. Grotius, becauſe admi- 
red by ſome as an immortal, Author, I ſhall put 
Paſcite ] i. e. Regite, ut apparet ex Matthi ii. 6, 
Sie Verbum 9 eim Regibus tribuituy, 
Feed ] i. e. Rule, a a pears from 'Metth, ii. 6, 
For ont of Bethlehem ſhall come 4 Governor that ſhall 
Rule my Prople Iſrael; the Hebrew Word fo ren- 
der'd is attributed unto Kings. And the ſamg 
Author adds, Hoc & Petro Chriſtus præceperat, 


John xi, 15. and this Chriſt commanded Fer, 


Viz. Helſaiih unto bim, Feed my Lamb. 
Et ia is another Author of great Learning and 
We who ſays, that lojways Omnem Paſtori 
ram, & Guyernationews com rebeudit: This ak 
[ ed] contains and compriſes the univerſal Care 
Fe of a Paſtor; and ſurely if all 
comprehended in it, the Power of Ordaining 
canngr. be excluded and leſt out of it. The Ge- 
nus cOntains not only all the Species, but their 


eral , reſpeQive Individuals, Yatablus: notes, 
that t : Word totum Epiſcopi Officium comprebendit 
en the whole Office of a Biſhop, and 

if rdaining Power belong to a Biſhop, it 


| is that too; and by the Apoſtle him+ 
ſelf in the Text, under preſent conſideration, it 
is committed to the Presbyters of the Churches 
aforeſaid; and if ſo, to the Presbyters of other 
Churches, ' Qued erat Demonſtrandum. 
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guments taken from Reaſon and Ex- 
iT Lig ample; and I don't” queſtion but 
Reaſon as fomewhat to "ſay for 4 
ern juſt, tho“ deſpiſed Cauſe, and will 
bpln'3 Mouth in the behalf of ie flansch 
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; © I. Such Ordinations and Adniiniftrations as are 


good and valid i in the Reformed Churches, are 

-604 Here: But Ordinftjons and Adminiſtrations 
pie good in the Reformed Churches When done 

y Presbyters: Ergo." If che Conſe uence of * 
l be deny'd upon "this view, that — 

ave not the like elt which they tis vez 5 © 
eaſiſy anſwer . Xo 

() They might. days! Biſhops if they had 
any mind to 'em, any deſire of em ; they might 
hade ſo in Holland, "Grytvn, and may other 
places if they would, 4 nothing "hinders but 
that I think themſelves better withy 1 
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ordain'd ſeven intendents in Denmark, the depoſing of 


Seven Biſbops; before the King and Senate in ' tbe rata Church af 
n vid. Nelen, AG 4 in rit-Bagephag: . 57 418: 7 1 
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ati the Church better d m- e ety 
Miniſters 4s*hiv&hs other chan Pre Ptecbytertan Or-. 
Jiharion, ald that Herein they cone nearer 
pattern in the Holy: Goſpel 7; "and 'who can blam 
zem for acting aceording 54 the beft' of their. 
Light, when they have the Word o God ber 
% Pay aut; a'learned Cotnmientztor,. and 8 
lower of the Reformers! in Gef mam, in his Not 
upon the Romans, attributes the * ocation and 
Miffion of Paſtors and Minifters unto the Pres⸗ 
bytery, as his own Words * in the quoted _ 
ment — . Help undeniably atteft. er requ 
ors-and Minifters be called, choſen, an 


fr from thePresbytery of the Church ; for 7 | 


__ cheſame our Prenthers are choſen, and calle 
That the Ordinacions'and Baptiſms of foreign Re 
formed Chutehes are good, the foregoing Arp 
ments declare j che Church of "Englan, irs ler. 
Canons, Litürzy, Prayers, and Letters, Has, 
owned: over and over. Let Canom EV pe 92 
ſulted, in which you meet with this Pallap 42 
44 Ye ſhall pray for Chriſts Holy Cath 
© Church, that is, for the whole Congrega 2 | 
«of Chriſtian People throughout the 'whol, 
be. World, and eſpecially for the Churches e 
ec England, Scotiand, and Ireland.” Now' if 

Reformed Churches abroad, and Scotland, ha 


no Miniſtry, no Baptiſm among pen they can be 


no chriſtian People, nor ought to pray lr 
dem as ſuch, not ſhou'd the Cano call er 750 
Emuch fear-ſorhe Cenſurers will find themſelves | 


in the Briars here, and muſt Lirdet k burſt the Ca- 
| g! " ig 27 4 Joan DS 

| 1 . EW» / 
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Np of 0,99 Salvation than ſuch as is founded 


ithens, and having no other 


Nee r ee q. Mercy of God: Is nat 
dl Note the Topks aumes ſtradgely and unr 
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(z.) Well then, 1 gf. 234 cannot 
iter an Ipft itution, che Nature Office, or 
undion, which in Chriſt's Church is to conti- 
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nue withbit Variation to the End of the World. 
Miniſterial Authority, as comirig from Curiſt, 
thi Head of Power atid Influence to hi Church, 
is the ſame in every Age and Nation, and varies ö 
ddt with Ts, 'or Place: Nor bas he. given . 
Power to any Ne, or Men, upon Earth, to at-- | 
ter the Nature of it at their Pleaſure Hi 

Hom is "Hot of thiy World ; his Word muſt be 
Standard, and hot Men's Wills and groun@. 
leſs Humours, of dur Refermations, Orilira“ 
tions, and Afrhid ies, 2 tbe Ra and 


#6 rhe Teſtimony, if rbey will not according to "this 
Word, it if „ mee bh 155 ow 9 
Fi vin. 26. 17 S 


£8. If our 8 ite er Fn thoſs i 
the Church of Nome, then'they are good and vas 
lid; but they are preferable” to thoſe in the 
Church of Reme.' The Conſequence of the An- 
tecsdent is their on who contend with us, and 
their Practice is correſporident. - If Priefts, or 
others, 'ordain'd in the Oburch of Rome come 
over te the Church of Eugland, rhey don't re- 
ordain them, nor queſtion [theit Orders, bur 
eden rake 'thern as they find them. That the Or- 
dinations of Presbyters, as atonglt us, are pre- 
ferable to Nomiſb Orders, I hope che enſuing Pars - 
lars Will evmce. zo) 
(2-) The 'Rimiſh Orditmtions ate into __ 
hos Church; or, if you pleaſe, into 4 Sym- 
gigne of Sith, The Homes of the Church of 
England chatze the Church of Rome wich" Ido- 
latry, I believe, an hundred Times and can 
her no better them an old, fork; filthy; Ill favout d, 
wither'd Hartot. Now that the "Offepring of 
this ficny B16: fond be adopted, and taken an- 
to che Church, alid no Queſtions ask d — 
di- 


4 2434 vinbre ATLON' of 


Octinacian $ when the genuine nd: legitimate 
Sons of che Reformation are ejected, and 2c- 
eountel ſpurious, ſhows u plainly which Way 
| - the, Game goes. is opts 22 Mins | : 
(a) The Pope it wont to be eftcemr Ansicht, 
and the Church of Rome Antictiriſtian. -1Letagy 
one look ipto Fewel's Apology, ug Willes's Synopſes 
Papi, 83 Church of England Writers, and 
the Beginning of = — — 2 too 
— Elizabeth's Time, and I ſhall not need 
to tell them what kind: of à Creature the Pope 
was then thonght to be. Dr: Whitaker, a famous 
iſputant, and an illuſtrious Star in the Engliſh 
Thurch, the Oracle of the Univerſity, and the 
Miracle of the World, has pror d the Pope to be 
Antichriſt, by iavineible rguments ; and tho 
Bellarmine was ſo hardy as to enqounter him, = 
| he had preſently enough of the Combat. 
Lam apt to think, that for all. the fine Words 
chat ſome are pleaſed to give Papery now a days, 
tis Popery ſtill, and the preſent Pope as much; 
Antichriſt as any of his Predeceſſors. Are Or- 
ders deriv'd origivally from the Pope, from An- 
tichriſt, from Chriſt's pretended, Vicar General, 
from an Uſurper upon Chriſt's Prerogative and 
Honour, good and valid; and ours that are 
agreeable t Sctipture, and primitive Antiquity, 
forg'd and ſuppoſititious? 2 Tell it not in Gath. It 
ſeems there is a Generation alive yet, who eat 
ſtraim at a Gnat, and-{ſwallow a Camel. of 
(30 Remember, what the Priefts in the Church. I 
of Rome are ordained to, and the Matter in de- 
bate will be more clear: They are ordained to 
ſet up, conſeorate, and adore a Breaden God; to 
uphold the Papal arch, to extirpate the 
Northern Hereſy, or Proceftam Religion; to 
obſerye the Tyental Articles; to pray Souls out of N 
0 Purgatory/ 
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"Purgatory, and to fay Maſſes in Order to. it. 
- Is this Ordination good, and theics 'raught, 
that's agrecable to 'Chrift's Inſtitution, con- 
formable to Goſpel © Rule, and Canons ! Is 
their taught who preach the Word power. 
fully, adtniniſtes Sacraments regularly, an Lo 
as near à ' "godly Diſcipline | as | they ca 
Which Diſcipline the Church of Englavld « No 

| Year openly confeſs” they want, in the Pre. 
face to the Commination. 

(4) Papal Power of Octinatich 4s. ffs, 
kin ended to be derived by Succeſſion from 
the Apoſtles ; and the main weight of all is laid 
upon this Bottom, upon this Foundation. But 7 
this Succeſſion ever prov'd to be without inter- 
tuption? I ſay, was, or cou'd this be prov'd. ſince, 
or long before the Reformation? What! Was 
there no interruption when two or three popes 
contended for the Chair for above forty Years , 


together, and few, or none, could tell whoſe 


Right it was ? was there no interruption when 
a Woman Pope ſnatch'd hold of the Keys? 
was there none, when ſome Popes were Blaſ- 
phemers, Sodomites, Conjurers, Necromancers, 
enter d into Covenant Wich, and ſold their Souls 
to the Devil? Sorry ſhould we be, if we had no 
better Arguments to ptove our Ordinations by, 
than ſuch a Succeffion, and the validity of 

ceſan Ordinations will be ſorely ſhaken if "ie 
have no better a Foundation : Let them look to 
that who venture All upon ſuch a Hazard; if one 
Link in the whole Chain be broken, the Chain, 
will be unſerviceable ever after, and the Power 


drops paſt all recovery. 
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III. Thoſe that are in Orders may confer 

Orders: But Presbyters are in Orders. The 
Aſſumption none will deny, yet tbey ſay, their 
Orders only extend to Preaching, adminiſtring 
Sacraments, viſiting the Sick, and Prayer; but 
extend not to Ordination, Confirmation, and 
Excommunication. To which I anſwer, They 
have a Right of conferring ſuch a Power as 
themſelves have, for the whole Power of a 
Paſtor goes together; and Chriſt has not left it 
in the Power of any Man to reſcind what Parts 
he pleaſes. Arch-biſhop Uſher you have heard 
was of this Opinion. As to the former Propo- 
ſition, now only in Queſtion, we ſay, that if 
what ſome account an inferior, can conſecrate 
a ſuperior Order, much more an equal: If Bi- 
ſhops, can conſecrate Arch-biſhops ; Cardinals, 
Popes ; Presbyters, their own Biſhops ; (as the 
Alexandrian's did from the Days of Mark the 
' Evangeliſt, to the Days of Heraclas and Diony- 
ſins) ſurely then Presbyters may ordain Presby- 
ters: if they can do the Greater, they can dot 
Leſs, d majori ad minus valet Conſequent ia. More- 
over, Phyſicians can make Phyſicians ; Philoſo- 
phers can make Philoſphers ; Divines can make 
Divines ; and Generation can propagate: the 
Species : and why Presbytery ſhould be a dry 
Stock, a barren Plant, that by no means can pro- 
pagate its Kind, when omne ſibi ſimile generat, when 
every thing generates its like amongſt Vegetables 
and Animals, this (I ſay) ſome will be bard ſet 
to account for. The Convocation can make 
Canons, and yet the greateſt part of em ate 
Presbyters, and every one excommunicated. who 
ſhall deny it co be the Church of England by Re- 
preſentation. | 

adds WE IV. That 
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IV. That Ordination which is leſs cenſurable 
than that of Dioceſans is good and valid; 
but ours is leſs cenſurable: the Propoſition 
needs no Proof, becauſe ogr Oppoſers' grant 
(vou may be ſure) their own to be good, 
To the other part of the Argument let it be 
obſery'd, 801 | (2 | 
(I.) We don't bind 'em by Oath to many dil- 
putable Canons that are moſt wretchedly broke, 
as the Inſtances before us make appear. Nor, 
(.) Do we impoſe any. Terms of Communi- 
on which the Word of God is unacquainced with; 
we don't bind and tye the Ordained to deny Bap- 
tiſm to thoſe who ſeruple to take it with the 
Sign of the Croſs ; we don't order 'em to deny 
the Lord's Supper to thoſe who ſcruple to take it 
Kneeling; but urge em only to inſiſt upon ſuch 
Terms of Communion as Chriſt and the Goſ- 
pel have laid before em, judging thoſe to be 
abundantly ſufficient. "A - I 
 (3:) We don't plead for a Power deriv'd from 
Rome by an undiſturb'd Succeſſion, as if we muſt 
have no Miniſtry, Church, Adminiſtration, or 
Ordination without it; but are aſſur'd there may 
be a notification of God's Mind and Will, that 
this or that Perſon ſhall be a Miniſter of Chriſt 
ſome other way. "EF 
(4) We don't endeavour to rob Presbyters of 
the Power that Chriſt has given 'em, nor to 
maim their Office, or their Order, by lopping off 
ſome eſſential and conſiderable Branches of it; 
nor do we offer to hinder *em from ruling and 
governing the Flocks they teach, inſtruct, and 
admonifh; and as the Keys were given toge- 
ther, we don't withhold the Key of Diſcipline, 
after we haye given them the Key of Doctrine. 
G 2 (5-) We 


Med We don't terrify, thoſe. whom we; ordain 
with: chreatnings of pecuniary Mulcts and Penal- 
ties, but endeavour. to ſatisfy em of their Duties 
from che Holy Ward of God; and believe all 
Ordinances, whereby Seals and Cenſures are ad- 
miniſtfed, are ſufficient for the obtaining their 
own Ends, without Fines, Confiſcations, and Im- 
priſonments ; and, as for Chriſt's Ordinances, 
walegnt ,quantum valere poſſunt :, nor can we think, 
that Ablolutions ſhoy'd be purchas'd with Money, 
on that he who has the greateſt Fuge, ſhould have 
the ſureſt Pardon. | boi) i io ad dig oo 
" As for the Arguments that prove from Fathers, 
Councils, and the Ancients, the validity and, 
regularity, of Presbyterian Ordination, I ſban't 
pretend to be a Critie in em; there's a ſufficient, 
enumeration of em in Mr. Tames Oaven's Plea for 
Seripture 2 and Mr. Bae of Dublis 3 
hic Arguments ſtand, and remain. ftill in their, 
full Force and Strength, notwithſtanding any 
thing that the lace Recfer of Bury was'able to do 
to. enervate or ſhock em; and it wou'd have been 
the more charitable, ingenious, and methodical, 
way for the preſent, Rr to have taken, had, 
he try d bis Skill in Antiquity, or otherways to 
have: overturn d them, and ate the Cauſe 
and Honour of his Predeceſſor, before he had 
cquntenanc'd the Rebaptization of three poor 
fly ignorant Perſons at Aitenfield with bis Pre- 

geg; on purpoſe to nulliſy and run don Pres- 
byrerian Baptiſm and Ordination. If from An- 
tiguity, the Ancient Fathers, and Councils, he'll 
Nest cn attempt it, UN] undertake to get him a 
Reply of the like kind as ſoon as he can reaſona- 
bly deſire it. There's ſomething yet behind. 
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lar and ſingular Inſtances, which ſerve 
tocorroborate and illuſtrate thewhole, 
53 and ſrill make it more clearly evident, 
that our. Baptiſms and other Admini 
irations are good and valid, notwithſtanding all 
the lititle odd Tricks and . _ ſome kind: 
of; Men. Tbis appears, | 1 © Sf > 
Cr.) Fromo the — of Englewl's Comimu-- 
nion. How: many Thouſands have: been admit- 
ted ta the Lord's Table in the Eftabliſh'd Church, 
who never had any other than Presbyterian Bap - 
tiſm? nor was it either repeated or 10 much as 
queſtion'd, (for indeed tis not long ſince this 
ſond and novel Opinion, this new Sect of 
Church Anabaptiſts, ſtarted: up). The admit- 
tance of ſuch withoue any Queſtion ask d, is ſo 
notoriouſly known, that it would but be loft la- 
bout to prove it. After, and in the Year 1660, 
how many ſuch, all over the Nation, in every 
County, City, and Town; receiv'd the Commu- 
nion with the Church of Eegland, and yet had 
no other Baptiſm but from 4 — ordain'd by 
meer Presbyters, during the Time of Oliver 
Cromwell's Uſurpation ? If all theſe muſt have 
been brought to the Font again, I fear ſome of em 


would have come unwillipgly ; the Clergy ww 
MY Se > , s . > 7 ; ve 
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have had much Work upon their Hands, and 

the Confuſions and ill Conſequences. that would 
have ariſen from it, would have been in a man- 
ner infinite. Had our New- Rebaptizers been 
tkem in Being, and People fooliſn enough to 
come under their Fingers, they would have 

needed no other Work for many Vears. But to 

r ' . 

If Presbyterian Baptiſm was good upon, and 
ſoon after King Charles the Seconds Reſtoration, 
tis guodb ſtill. If ſuch were Chriſtians then, how; 

a&ivhey: to b Heathens now ? If they be qua- 
ki y'd\for the Communion this Way, both now, 
and then, why ſhould it be repeated? Why are 
ſome qualify'd by this Kind of Baptiſm, others 
unqunliſy d? Why are ſome Chriſtians, others 
none ? Tis like our Rebaptizers know : It were 
2-lirtle1uncharitable in me to que ſtion their Abi- 
ty to open and explain ſuch a Riddle. From: 
, the Beginning of Chriſtianity to 
Mane th Day, no Inſtance can be gi- 
C, ven of any who have been allow'd 
id ang lto partake of the Euchariſt before 
ic they have been waſh'd in the Laver of Regene- 
© tation: And in our Erglifh Liturgy, you will 
« find this Rubric in one of her Public Offices; 
Thiere ſhall none be admitted to the Holy | Commu- 
e nion, till ſuch Time as be be confirmed,” or ready to 
e eon frmEd. No he that was never baptiz d 
© cannot: be ready for. Confirmation, much leſs 
4 for: full Communion with the Church.“ 
Either then our Presbyterian Baptiſm is a Va- 
diy, or ſome af aur Clergy are herein guilty 
of an unpardonable Irregularity. Let them take 
which End they will, tis much if they don't find 
themſelves pent up in a wrong Box. d 
* Sbaff (2.) This 


. 
* 


Presbyterian Ordination, Cc. 55 
( 2.) This appeats from the Church of Egland's 
Conſirmations. When my Lords the Biſhops ſiuſt 
confirm d in England, after the Reſtoration, and 
after that too when the Act of Uniformity ns 
in Force, and the then eſtabliſh'd- Miniſters eject- 
ed, how many that had no other Baptiſm than 
from ſuch as had Ordination from meer Presby- 
ters were confirm'd ? And can we think that che 
Biſhops that did ſo, did look upon them to be un- 
baptiz d? How could they then confirm; them 2 
If I miſtake not, in the Prayer which the Biſhop 
offers to God at Confirmation, there is this Ex- 
preflion, © Almighty and Everliving God, who 
© haſt vouchſafed to regenerate theſe thy Servants 
* by Water, and the Holy. Ghoſt, &.“ Now 
what can be the Meaning of being regenerated 
by Water, and by the Holy Ghoſt, eng bap- 
tizd? And if fo (as it can't be otherwiſe) I hope 
the inferior Clergy believe that their Lordſhips 
offer this Prayer to Almighty God in Faith, and 
in the Sincerity of their Hearts; and that they 
believe ſuch, as well as others, baptiz'd, and re- 
generated by Water, and the Holy Spirit. Now: 
if the Fathers of the Church think Presbyterian 
Baptiſm to be good, why ſhould any of her Sons 
think otherwiſe 2 Shall a true Son of the Church 
preſumptuouſly contradict the Judgment of his 
Father, and throw Dirt in the Face of his Mo- 
ther? How ſhall I excuſe for him, if I had never 
ſo good a Mind? When Sir William Dawes, then 
Lord Biſhop of Cheſter (now Arch-Biſhop of 
York) confirm'd at Manchefter, 2 Lift (as I am in- 
form'd from Eye- Witneſſes) was preſented to his 
Lordſhip, of ſome Children who were epiſcopally 
baptiz'd, and another Liſt of others who had on- 
ly Presbyterian Baptiſm ; and 'twas moy'd 10 by, 
| 12 Lord- 
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- Lordſhip, that the latter might be re: baptiz d, to 
- qualify' tiiem for Confirmation; but he refus d, 
declaring that there was nd Need for it, gave this 
Reaſon for chat Declaration, and immediately 
- confirm'd them, without any Objection, or He- 
citation. The Motion, I preſume, was made by 
one Mr. Mainwaring, à late Curate at Bury. His 
-Grace's judgment was then fully known, and 
Perſons in ſome doubt before, ſatisfy' d. But all 
this, and more, does not ſatisfy a few neighbour- 
ing Clergymen, of (pretended). greater Wiſdom 
and Penetration. I hope they won't take a fſcrip- 
rural Irony ill, though I recice it on this Occa- 
ſion, Job xii. 2. No doubt but ye are the People, 
and Wiſdom ſhall die with you. I need not ex- 
pound it. „eilen 1D, as 5 55 G N19 Wh 
( 3.) This appears from the Church of Zngland's 
Admiſſions to the Sacred Function of the Mini- 
ſtry. Some Candidates for the Miniſtry, who 
have been baptiz'd by Diſſenting Miniſters, and 
educated among them, both in public and pri- 
vate Academies, who have thought fit to conform 
- tothe Eftabliſh'd Church, her Canons, Ceremo- 
nies; Worſhip, and Diſcipline, have been epiſco- 
pally ordain'd, yet their Baptiſm never reiterated: 
Now here our Noveliſts will be hearcily gravell'd. 
Either their Baptiſm is valid, or invalid: If va- 
lid, what's 'difputed is fully granted; and fo far 
we are right. And if it will do in them, it wilt 
much more do in others; nor fniould it be repeat- 
ed, for fays Optatus, Baptiſm confers Grace, but if it 
be repeated it hazards the Life of tbe Soul. Lib. x. 5 
nein 


; 
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| '* Abſit ut iteremus quod ſemel eſt, aut duplicemus quod 
unum eft. © Optatus- ad Parmer ianum, de ſhiſmate Donatiftas 
ram. Paris 156g. p. 54. i 
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If the Baptiſm of ſuch Miniſters be invalid, 
then they are no Chriſtians ; if no Chriſtians, no 
Miniſters ; if no Miniſters, their Adminiſtrations 
are Nullities, and conſequently all their Baptiſms 
too ; if cheir Bapriſms be Nullicies, then what ſhall 
become of their Pariſhes that have no Baptiſm but 
from ſuch unqualified Hands? And what ſhall be- 
come of ſuch in theſe Pariſhes that are educated 
for the Service of the Church's Altars, who have no 
better Baptiſm, and afterwards of all the Admini- 
ſtrations of theſe alſo, and ſo on to the End of the 
Chapter, if ic have any End ? But you ſee the ab- 
ſurd Conſequences, and miſchievous Tendencies of 
the Doctrine and Practices of our New Sectaries, 
which will bring us in this Nation in ſuch a 
Labyrinth of Confuſion, that it will be paſt all 
their Art and Power to help us out. What a Pond 
are we plung'd into now! We may look about 
us for Help, and cry out in vain, for none of out 
New Maſters are ever like to lend us a kind 


hand to help us out. But what muſt be ſaid to 


relieve the Conſciences of ſuch Lay People as 
were never chriſten'd by any but ſuch as were ne- 
ver chriſten'd themſelves 2 Who muſt turn Caſuiſt, 
and reſolve their Doubts 2 What Amulet can be 
thought of to charm down their Fears ? What 
Remedy have they under their Difficulties and 
Scrupuloſities ? and where muſt they find ic? I 
cannot but obſerve, that ſome People may raiſe 
an ill Spirit, which, with all the Art and Cun- 
ning they have, they cannot lay again.] | 


8 8 — a. i. — lt nc 
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Illic qui baptiſma ſingulare ſervaverint, ſecuri diſcumbent. 
Quicunque à vobis ſe rebaptizari conſenſerit, hujuſmodi ho- 
mini non denegatur reſurrectio, quia credidir in reſurrecti- 
one carnis : reſurget quidem, fed nudus. P. 61. 


And 
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And beſides, what a Reflection does this No- 
tion caſt upon the Right Reverend the Biſhops 
themſelves, who admie ſuch to Holy Orders as 
had no other than Presbyterian Baptiſm, if 


this be null and void? *. Can we imagine that 


“our Venerable Prelates wou'd 
Mr. Witter's Ca- have laid Hands in Ordination 
vcat. p. 11% *© on them that were no Chriſti- 
* ans ? that they wou'd have 
e made Priefts and Deacons of unbaptiz'd Pa- 
gans ? or indeed is it poſſible for em to do it 
* if they would? Can there be ſuch a Monſter 
“in the Chriſtian World, as a Miniſter that is 
* no Chriſtian 2?” The worſt I wiſh our New 
Maſters for time to come, is more Reaſon and 
Conliſtence in their Notions, more Deference 
towards their Superiors, and more Charity to- 
wards their Neighbours. 

(A.) This appears from a certain Church of 
England Martyr, accounted by many a Star of 
the firſt Magnicude in the Britiſh Orb, I mean 
King Charles I. who was born and baptiz'd in 
Scotland when the Presbytery of that Church 
was in its Strength and Glory, and its Miniſters 
Presbyterians. He was ſolemnly baptiz'd by one 
of them, and his Baptiſm never queſtion'd or 
repeated. Now, either Presbyterian Baptiſms are 
good, or King Charles was no Chriſtian 3 if he 
was no Chriſtian, he was no Martyr ; for pray 
what is a Martyr but a fincere Chriſtian that en- 
dures and ſuffers a violent Death for his Faith, 
Conſtancy, and Chriſtianity ? If King Charles 
be no Martyr, what abundance of brave Labour 
have the Clergy of this Nation loſt for theſe many 
Years on the zoth of January? What a blur will 
it bring over many a curious, eloquent, and ela- 

| | borate 
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borate Harangue deliver'd on that Day, wherein 
the Blood of that King has been almoſt as pre- 
cious as the Blood of our Saviour? Little might 
our Rebaptizers at Aitenfield think, that by their 
new Invention they were robbing and ſpoiling 
King Charles of his Crown of Martyrdom ; that 
they were committing an unpardonable Crime 
by caſting diſhonour upon the Memory of the 
Royal Martyr, and making themſelves as rank 
Enemies to that Glorious Sufferer, as choſe who 
robb'd him of his Imperial Diadem : will the 
true Sons of the Church con them Thanks for 
dealing ſo ſeverely with the Chriſtianity of the 
Head of the Engliſh Church, and razing his very 
Name out of the Engliſh Kalendar, and Catalogue 
of Saints? For this of Neceflity, muſt be the per- 
nicious tendency of denying the validity of Preſ- 
byteran Baptiſm. | 

(5-) Shall I need to add the Inſtances of 
King James I. and King William, of Glorious 
Memory, or others, &c ? Well then, will Pres- 
byterian Baptiſm ſerve crown'd Heads, and will 
ic not ſerve poor Country-Mechanics ? Is it ſuf- 
ficient to chriſtianize Sovereign Princes, and will it 
not pleaſe Houlcom-Peaſants? Have Perſons of 
the higheſt Rank and Quality been fatisfy'd with 
it, and never ſo much as deſired a Repetition of 
it, and ſhall thoſe pretend Scruples, that have 
little to recommend them to their Leaders by, 
but their Ignorance, Obſcurity, Obſequiouſneſs, 
and Bigotry ; their implicit Faith, and blind 
Obedience? Did I inſtance in ſome Engliſh Bi- 
ſhops on this Head, my Section might be fuller, 
but the matter needs be no clearer than it is, 
what we have already conſiderd are abundantly 
ſufficient for illuſtration : ſome, I am confident, 
will think them too many. Hz SECT. 
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E T me add a few Conſequences (to 
IX what have been already interſpers'd 
9 L W in this Vindication) which unavoid- 


Pee ably reſult from the Doctrine and 
Practices of our Bury- Eccleſiaſtic łs. 


(I.) Hereby they muſt needs unchurch and 


unchriſtian the greateſt part of the Chriſtian re- 
form'd World, deny their Ordination, Miniftry, 
Chriſtianity, Sacraments, and all their Holy Ad- 


miniſtrations: What ſhall we now think of Scot- 


land, Neu- England, Holland, Geneva, the Palati- 
nate, Bremen, the Proteſtant Churches in Germa- 
ny, Hungary, the Vaudois, and the Northern Na- 
tions? Is it not a ſtrange Doctrine, that repre- 
ſents the pureft and beſt reformed Churches in the 
World, to be no better, to be no other than un- 
baptized Pagans and Heathens? what is this, but 
to cut off from Chriſt's Body-myftical vaſt Num- 
bers, nay, the greateſt Number of its eminent 
Members, many of whom have done and ſuffer- 


ed exceedingly more for Chrift, Chriſtianity, 


Religion, and the Reformatation, than thoſe 
who ſo heavily cenſure them? 
(2.) Hereby they extreamly weaken the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, diſcountenance the Reformation, 
ſtrengthen the Hands of Papiits, who are glad 
enough, 


© 
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enough, you may be ſure, when any Doctrines 
are broach'd that defame, and run down, the 
Chriſtianity, and Miniſtry of the Reformed 
Churches; glad enough when any are ready to 
join with them in exterminating and rooting 
them up, on what Pretence ſoever. I cannot 
but obſerve, That the Reomiſh Priefts, and ſome 
of our Engliſh Prieſts, of the new Stamp, are 
like. Two Millſtones, ſet a going by a Spirit of 
Fury and Malignity, which grind our Reformers 
to Powder. The one repreſent them to the 
World as Hereticks, che other as unbaptiz'd Pa- 
gans, and Heathens; Utrum horum mavis, accipe. 
The Matter is not much between them: The 
Reformers are condemn'd by both, though under 
a different Character. In their Repreſentation 
they a little differ, but in their Condemnation of 
them they moſt amicably and ſweetly agree. 

(3-) Hereby inſtead of promoting Love, Unity, 
Peace, and holy Concord, they muſt needs pro- 
mote the quite contrary ; for what can poſſibly 

have a greater Tendency to exaſperate the Minds 
of People, than to ſee others publickly inſult 
them, pour Contempt and Scorn upon them; do 
all they can, even by a Miſapplication of Ordi- 
nances, to expoſe them to the Ridicule and Ban- 
ter of the unthinking Vulgar : Is this the Way 
to reconcile Diſſenters to the Church? Is this the 
Way to heal what ſome call a Schiſm ? Or bring 
the Minds of Men to a Temper ? What's be- 
come of ſome Mens Charity, of ſome Mens 
Chriſtianity ? Are theſe Men like to be Healers 
of our Breaches, who are juſt now opening 

them far wider than ever they were ſince the Re- 
formation ? What! are Envy, Wrath, Variance, 
and Uncharitableneſs, become the Qualifications 


of 
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of a Reconciler, of a Goſpel Preacher ? There 
are divers moderate Members of the Church of 
England, both Clergy and Laity, who are ex- 
tremely ſorry that any of their Brethren ſhould 
be carried away with ſuch malignant and extra- 
vagant Conceits, as have been already hinted at, 


and with thoſe of this candid Temper, I heartily 
join in this Petition, 125 


From Envy, Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, 


And in endeavouring to comply with the Holy 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, Rom. xiv. 19. Let ms there- 
fore follow after the Things that make for Peace, and 
Things whereby one may edify another. 

(4.) Hereby the moſt ſober, pious, and judicious 
Chriſtians amongſt us are extremely grieved, and 
_ offended. Chriſtians of both Denominations can- 
not but lay it to Heart, that there is no better an 
Underſtanding amongſt Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
who though they may differ in Opinion, in ſome 
diſputable Things, yet ſhould not differ ſo much 
as they do in their Affection; are grieved to ſee 
ſome in Place and Power to carry it ſo inſolently 
towards their inferior Brethren, and ſaying to 
their Conſciences, Bow down, that we may go over; 
keeping at the utmoſt Diſtance, as if they were 
People unfit for humane Converſe ; unfit to 
breath in Engliſh Air; the very Peſt of the Land 
and Nation in which they are born: It grieves 
moderate Men to hear the Toleration publickly 
condemn'd as a publick Nuſance, called, 4 gilded, 

poiſonful Pill; and the Wiſdom of King William, 
and his Parliament (who, under God, ſav'd the 
Church of England) ſo malapertly, and * 
5 | | rially 
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rially arraign'd, and charg'd, as if they had gi- 
ven this Nation Poiſon; though my Lords the 
Biſhops join'd with the Parliament in this Act *; 
and were ready to give their Reaſons for it too. 
"Tis an Offence to many ſerious People, Confor- 
miſts and Non- Conformiſts, that the great Things 
wherein Miniſters of both Denominations agree, 
are ſo little inſiſted on, preached, and urged ; 
and thoſe leſſer Things wherein they differ, or 
diſſent from one another, ſo keenly and warmly 
diſputed. LA 
(.) Hereby they endeavour to confine Chri- 
ſtianity to a Party, to the Excluſion of others 
who have as good a Right to make that Claim 
as themſelves. Chriſtianity and Catholiciſm 
ſhould go together ; thoſe who are ſound in the 
Faith, holy in Life, and hold co the Foundation, 
make the Word of God the Rule of their Faith, 
and Manners ; worſhip the ſame God, through 
the ſame Mediator, aim at the Glory of God as 
their End ; not tainted with. Uncharitableneſs, 
or any dangerous Error, are to be own'd as 
Chriſtians and Brethren, though in ſome Things 
they are not of our Perſuaſion. Why ſhould 1 
judge another Man's Servant? To his own Maſter he 
ſtandeth or falletb. The Kingdom of God conſiſteth 
not in Meats and Drinks; but in Righteouſneſs, Peace, 
and Joy in the Ho'y Ghoſt, A Spirit of Bondage 
and Vaſlalage, of Envy and Detraction, is not 
adapted, or ſuited, to the Temper of the Goſpel ; 
but 0 Spirit of Power, of Love, and of 4 ſound 
Mind. 


. 


— _ * r 


* Is. it not pretty to hear a Country Curate charging their 


| Lorajhips with the high Crime of poiſoning the Nation? 


There 
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There were ſome Jewiſh Chriſtians of old, 
who laid a mighty Streſs upon Circumciſion, as 
if there could be no Salvation without it: There 
were alſo Gentile Chriſtians, who being uncir- 
cumcis'd, and not meddling with the antiquated 
Ceremonies of the Law, valued themſelves upon 
their Freedom from that Yoke of Bondage, i. e. 
both valued themſelves too much, and bore them- 
felves too high, upon their being of this or the 
other Party. But the Holy Apoſtle aſſumes into 
his own Hands the Matter in Debate, and non- 
ſuits their Party-Cauſe, and flatly tells them, 
That Circumciſion availeth nothing, and Uncircumci- 

on was nothing, but a new Creature ; a Faith that 
worketh by Love, and keeping the Commandments 7 
God, 1 Cor. vii. 19. Gal. vi. 15, v. 6 
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82 15 Have read of Cato Major, that he was 
7 ſo envy'd for his Wiſdom and Vir- 
12 tue, that he was publicly accus'd 
8885 Forty ſix Times, and forced to plead 
his Cauſe as often before the People; 
but had this Happineſs, always to come off clear. 
The Diſſencers Liberties an] Immunities have 
been lo much envy'd, their Baptiims fo ock, 
' : tac 
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tack'd, that they have been forced to vindicate 
- themſelves over and over. Once from a re-bap- 
tizing Aſſault at Exeter; a ſecond Time from one 
at Mancheſter ;\ and, in the Opinion of judicious 
"Perſons, unpre poſſeſsd with Prejudice, have 
come off clear, What Fate is like to attend 
their Canſe upon this third Aſſault, che World 
is like to judge. I know their Cauſe being ſup- 
ported by Truth, Charity, and Catholic Chrifti- 
'anity, they have the better End of the Staff, and 
it may more eaſily be defended. And now, after 
this Effay, I hope Perſons of Candor and Tem- 
yer won't take it ill, that Tmoſt cordially recom- 
mend to their deliberate Choice, e 
(r.) Chriſtian Love and Charity. Uncharita- 
blenefs and Malignity are a fatal Canker, which 
will corrode the Bowels, and eat out the Vitals 
of our Chriſtianity. As much Charity as we 
have, juſt fo much Chriſtianity, and no mote: 
'This noble Grace and Virtue conforms ns to the 
Example of the Holy Jeſus, who has made uni- 
verfal Charity the grand Character of his Reli- 
gion. Would not this cement and ſolder the 
Hearts of Chriſtians together, as the Heart of 
one Man ; cover involuntary Infirmities on all 
Hands ; ſtrengthen the Redeemer's Intereſt in 
the World ; prevent Railing, Slander, Lying, 
unreaſonable Prejudice, Bitterneſs, evil Speak- 
ing, raſh judging, and implacable Envy, One of 
the Devil's Sins? de ee 
Plutareb compares envious Perſons to Cupping- 
Glaſſes, which ever draw the worſt Humours of 
the Body ro them. They are like unto Flies, 
which reſort only ro the raw and corrupt Parts 
of the Body ; or if they chance to light on a found 
Part, never leave blowing on it till they diſpoſe 
it to Putrifaction- 1 2. An 


* 
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( 2.) An impartial. Enquiry. and Search after 
Truch, both with reſpect to Perſons and Things; 


that none may be cajol'd, or impos d upon, by 
the confident Affirmations, or Calumniations, of 
deſigning Men, nor, condemn a. Cauſe before 
they hear it; nor believe every Thing which 
ſome Men ſay, merely becauſe they ſay it, with- 
out the leaſt Enquiry into Matter of Fact, Whe- 
ther the Thing be ſo, or no. The Way which 
the Roman Judicatures, and the noble Bereans 
took, in Matters of & parallel Import, would 
teach the credulous more Wiſdom and Diſcretion, 
were they diſpos'd to take it. We know who 
they be that ſay that Presbyterian. Miniſters are 
no Miniſters, but impudent Intruders into that 
Sacred Function: But their d toe, their Say- 
ing ſo, does not prove it; and is but a weak 
Evidence, when it comes to be narrowly conſi- 
der'd. But alas! it ſerves ſome. Sort of People 
when it comes out of the Mouths of ſpiritual 
Guides, who don't love that Underlings ſhould 
ſo much as queſtion their paſtoral Oracles. Our 
Faich in Religion is beſt; directed by a Divine 
Teſtimony ; and in Matters Sacred and Divine, 
tis the ſafeſt Way to ſubject our Reaſon to ſuper- 
natural Revelation. i .: Sher} 
_(3:)-A ſincere Regard to the Authority of 
the Sacred Oracles, a due Deference to, the in- 
fallible. Truths contained in the Word: of God : 
A Liberty which People have, and ſhould have, 
of making the beſt they can of their Bibles, whe- 
ther or no they find any humane Conſtitutions. 
claſhing with them. Keep God's Word, and 
God's Word will keep you. Look upon it to be 
the Supreme Judge of Controverſies, fides, & mo- 
74m not ma, the Rule both of Faith and Manners ; 
| 0 
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to be the Law by which we, and thoſe who are 
our Oppoſers, muſt certainly be judged at the 
laſt Day, when every Tongue ſhall confeſs to 
God, preferable to humane Confticutions, Tra- 
ditions, Councils, Fathers, how much ſoever 
theſe may be magnify'd, and the other diſre- 


* 


garded. 


Una apex, verbi rat ione volent ior omni: 
Milleq; decretis, conciliiſq; prior. 


I know, and am very well appriz'd, that Tradi- 
tion has its Uſe, in the Tranſmiſſion of the Books 
within the Sacred Canon down to us, through 
the ſeveral Ages and Centuries of the Church. 
That Councils have done good Service to the 
Church, in diſcovering, and condemning Here- 
ſies, when they have at firſt riſen, or after ſome 
Suppreflion, have begun to repullulate. As the 
Council of Nice, in repelling the Arias Hereſy. 
I know that the Fathers, eſpecially of the firſt 
Three Hundred Years after our Saviour, had 
ſome Advantages to know the Cuſtoms of the 
Church in thoſe early Days, which we have nor, 
who live in an Age fo long after them: But 
fill, they were but Men at the beſt, and liable 
to Miſtakes, Errors, and Infirmities, as well as 
others. Some ſay (as I remember) chat Tertul- 
lian montaniz'd ; that Cyprian plaid the ſame 
Part that our Gentlemen have lately done, rebap- 
tiz d. Beſides, learned Men have not entirely 
agreed among themſelves, which Works bearing 
the Names of ſome of them, have been genuine, 
and authentic; and which have been forg'd, and 
ſpurious: And theſe Differences have occaſion'd. 
warm Debates. It has, moreover, been the 
Eli 12 Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom of ſundry Writers in the Church of 
Rome, conteſting with Proteſtant Reformers, to „ 
lead: theſe (if poſſible) into a Wood of Fathers; 
becauſe the Scriptures they found, were an un- 
piomiſing Topick: But the Fathers, eſpecially 
thoſe the Romaniſis quoted, ſeem'd to ſpeak 
more favourably of their Cauſe, and indeed well 
they might, when the Papiſts Interpolations, 
and Indices Expurgatorij had ſo well prepar'd them 
for their Purpoſe. _ 9 1 
„And yet for all that I have ſaid on this Head, 
the Diſſenters are far from fearing a Defeat from 
this Quarter; let any that but ſuſpect ſo much, 
conſult Salmat im, Blundel, n Uſber's Re- 
duction of Epiſcopacy to the Form of Synodical Go vern- 
ment, Ames, Sir Peter King's Unity, and Diſcipline of 
| the Primitive Church, Mr. Baxter's Abbreviation of 
4 Councils, his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, Mr. James 
Owen's Plea for Scripture Ordination, and his Tuta- 
men Evangelicum, in Anſwer to the late Rector of 
| Bury, Mr. Buyſe's Aucient Epiſcopacy, and after all, 
1 let him tell me whether the Ancient Fathers ſay 
| nothing of the Power of meer Presbyters, and 
whether or no they leave our Cauſe altogether 
4 deſperate. But to proceed, many of theſe Con- 
| troverſies would have been amicably determin'd 
| | and compos'd, which have ſo long diſturb'd the 
Chriſtian World, had Men come with unprejudic'd 
Minds for Counſel ro Divine Revelation, reſolv'd 
that their Cauſe ſhou'd either have ſtood or fallen 
by its Award. 6 
(4.) A firm Adherence to the grand Founda- 
tions of Chriſtianity and our Holy Religion, a 
learning and knowing theſe our ſelves, and teach- 
ing them our Children; an exemplar of ſound 
Words, it concerns both them and us ro know, 


that 


* 
— 
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that real Piety, ſound Faith, and good Works, 
may abound more and more amongſt us, not 


laying the ftreſs and weight of our Salvation 
meerly or mainly upon our being Members of 
ſuch a Church, our obſerving, or not obſerving 
mutable or variable Rights and Ceremonies, up- 
on this or any other Branch of doubtful Diſpus 
tation; but upon the Covenant of Grace, the 
Promiſe of God, the Merits, Paſſion, Satisfaction, 
and Mediation of Feſws our Redeemer, Faith in 
Him, Repentance unto Life, a ſincere Obedis 
ence to Goſpel requirements, and laſt of all, 
Evangelical Holineſs, without which no man ſha 
ſee the Lord. — Theſe are eſſential, fundamental 
Truths and Doctrines, which we muſt believe 
and obey if ever we would. be fav'd; and tho 
we may and ought to joyn our ſelves to the pureſt. 
Churches we can, yet our Privileges without 
vital Holineſs will not ſave us ; our crying out; 
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are 
theſe, and our deſpiſing others becauſe they don't 
fall under our Denomination, our endeavouring 
to make others worſe than they are, that we our 
ſelves may appear to be better than we are, I 
ſay, theſe things laſt mention'd will never bring 
our Souls to Heaven. Tho' the Fews were the 
Seed of Abrabam's Fleſh, it wou'd avail them lit- 
tle whilſt they were not the Seed of Abraham's 
Faith, but acted and lived as if they had another 
Father. Why ſhould we deſpiſe our Brother, or ſet 
at naugbt cur Brother # for we muſt all appear before 
tbe Fudgment Seat of Feſws Chriſt. | 
(J.) A heavenly Mind and Life. A wiſdom 
which comes down from above, which is firſt pure, 
and then peaceable, ea ſie to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality aud bypocriſy : 2 
| Ol | 1 
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that there were more of this even in the Chriſti- 


. 5 a bx 7 
9 * 
2 
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an reformd World. That many have been en- 
dowed with this Heavenly Wiſdom, both in the 
Eftabliſh'd Church, and in the Churches of 


Diſſenters, the charitable will by no means deny; 


and thoſe who meet in Heaven will at laſt be 
unanimous or of one mind, tho' in ſome things 
they may diffenjin this Probationary State: there 

Luther and Calvin will be agreed. Hooper and 
Ridley did Harmonize in a Priſon, and near Hea- 
ven, and wrote moſt lovingly and tenderly one to 
another; tho' ſome, time before, Ridley had been 
warm for, and Hooper warm againſt the uſe of 
the Vas TMEN TS. In King Edward's Reign, the 
fire of Perſecution quickly conſum'd the Stubble 
of ſuch Altercations. Cou'd we of this Genera- 


tion help one another forward in our way to 


Heaven, we ſhould do God, and each other more 
real Service than by our alienation of Affection, 
carry ing it at the greateſt Diſtance ; and by a fo- 
menting any kind of unreaſonable, unchriſtian, 
and uncharitable Jealouſies one of another. We 
cannot ſay but we have much Light in this Na- 
tion, oh that we had more Love; But alas, the 
Spirit of Love ſeems to be exceedingly with- 
drawn and departed at this Day, and the late ad- 
vanced Notions,” Rebaptizations, and palpable 
Innovations, Which have been ſer on foot, and 


Encouraged: by 2 High- Party among us, who 


are, as the learned Biſhop of Bangor tells them, 


evidently declining, and going off from the Prin- 


ciples on which the Reformation of the Church 
of England is founded: I ſay ſuch Things and 


4 Actions have a direct tendency to drive away the 
Sdpieir of Love, and Peace, and Truth, farther 


than cer from us; which Spirit, Frame, and 
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\ Temper, is much of our Diſpoſitien for the Joy 
of the heavenly World. Tis matter of 
nual Comfort to us, that gherg is: a perfect and 
happy State before us, that our Way is open, and 
that it is not in the Power of Man to ſtop it; 
that a Good God is more merciful to us all than 
we are to one another, doing Good to ſuch as 


are not Good, and being Kind to the Vatkans: 
ful, and the Evil. 


7 Faly 1, 1720. 
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